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FOREWORD-

Children the world over fare best when nurtured,
protected, and given every opportunity for health and
achievement. They all have needs for family, schooling, health
care, and economic security. This report suggests that these
goals are not obtained simply by virtue of a nation's high gross
national product or low trade deficit. in fact, when comparing
developed countries, economic strength can be a weak predictor
of child success or even survival.

In 1988, in an effort to better understand the relationship
between a nation's policies and the status of its children, the
Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families issued an
initial fact sheet, based on expert testimony presented to the
Committee, containing international comparisons of public
policies promoting the well-being of children and families.

This timely report, Children's Well-Being: An
International Comparison, expands on those original findings
and describes the social and economic conditions that children
and youth -face in selected countries. Prepared by the Center
for International Research at the U.S. Bureau of the Census,
and funded by the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, the report presents the most comparable
available international data on children from a wide variety of
developed nations.

The report indicates that when compared with children in
other developed countries, children in the United States are
frequently at greater risk for a host of social, economic, and
health problems. In some cases our problems are more severe
than, but not qualitatively different from, those in other
industrialized countries. The greatest disparities are in the
number of children affected by divorce, youth homicide, and
along with Australia, child poverty rates. The U.S also has
higher rates' of infant mortality and teenage pregnancy.
.ttp

In some instances, demogyvhic and social changes in



other western industrialized countries over the last two decades,
such as births to unmarried women, closely parallel shifts in the
U.S. The current U.S. conditions for children, such as youth
suicide and unemployment rates, are similar, or even less
troublesome, than in other industrialized countries.

Most of the public ,policy issues that Congress addresses
today to resolve, maintain, or enhance these social conditions
are not characteristic of the U.S. alone. When the issue
under discussion is shared among other nations, we can learn a
great deal from their dilemmas and successes.

A success in one political environment may not be easily
transferred across boundaries to a dissimilar political
environment, but we ar, glean new ideas and apply successes in
our own cultural context. One might look, for example, to
Canada, Australia, and even some European countries with
recent immigrant influxes, which have many economic and
demographic 'ndicators in common with the U.S. Comparisons
between ,. diverse populations and cultures often raise
considerable skepticism, but the fact that some of these
countries experience better outcomes for children and youth
than we see in the U.S. warrants further exploration.

On the other hand, some issues unique to the U.S.
require that we look honestly at the distinctive conditions here
that have produced it, and design effective solutions or
approaches.

International communications, more rapid and advanced
than ever before, such as Cable TV in Beijing and the fax
machine in Borneo, suggest that the world truly is becoming a
global community. And, given the dramatic and far-reaching
political, social and economic change around the world,
understanding the effects of such changes on children and the
families in which they live, as well as on future policy decisions,
becomes critically important.

These carefully analyzed- and comparable measures of
child health and well-being around the world, especially the
findings which suggest that children in the U.S. are frequently



XI

at greater risk for poor economic, social and health outcomes,
may raise more questions than they answer.

Consequently, it is our hope that this report will generate
more discussion about our own policies and provoke greater
examination of opportunities for success among industrialized
countries. As evidenced by their more frequent positive
outcomes for children, this report suggests other industrialized
countries have mad,: children a higher national priority, and we
should reevaluate our own nation's priorities and enhance the
value we place on our children and families.
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GEORGE MILLER,

Chairman
WILLIAM LEHMAN
PATRICIA SCHROEDER
LINDY (MRS. HALE) BOGGS
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BERYL ANTHONY, JR.
BARBARA BOXER
SANDER M. LEVIN
BRUCE A. MORRISON
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INTRODUCTION

Demographic and social change swept through the
developed world:between 1965 and 1990 that deeply affected the
iorld.Ottchildren.: Changes occurred in 'the composition -of their
families;:the family income-and public resources available to them;
.thekiisk_Ofsleath, illness, or injury;:thelevel of education they
were :likely lb' attain;; the number and types of jobs available to
them; and in the way-they formed their own families. Thisleport
presents comparable data onthe current status of children and
youth in each of these areas for dr United States and other
-selected countries, providing a comparative perspective on the
well - being -of youth in the United States.

,l.
Countries that are similar economically And in many cases,

politically, could be expected to produce similar environments and
outcomes for children. and youth, yet this is_not the case. Major
differences are found between the United States and the other
countries.. These findings raise serious public policy and research
-questions.

The status of children in the United States compared with
that of other countries has recently been brought to the national
agenda:. This report contributes to that public debate by
presenting -findings from a new, rich source of data - the
=International Data Base on the Health and Well-Being of
'Children (Youth Data Base) - housed at the Center for
International Research at -the U.S. Bureau of the Census, and
supported by the National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development. Other sources of data used in this report include
,census and statistical sources from individual countries, and
international statistical compendia. collected by international
organizations, and the Luxembourg Income Study (a set of
comparable data derived from national household surveys
eundiiiited -around 1980).

This _report presents comparable international statistics on the
:status -of chifdrer, nd families in the following areas: basic

,:



demographic trends; family composition and marital dissolution;
the economic status of children; health; education; labor force
participation; and family formation. In this first attempt, broad
:indicators of the-basic well-being ofehildreMand families based
on natiOnafittatisticss-are 'presented. National. level statistics
enable cornparisonsbetween children anctfamilies in countries as
n.Whole,--but:mask disparitieS betweemethnic groups ,andninong
regions within- countries. At times, to ensure ,comparability and
availability of data:for as manycbuntries- as possible, recency of
datwhas-been sacrificed. However, projections illustrating future
Irendsin-basicdemographic indicators are preSented. 2

The countries ate classified by development categories
according to the United. Nations' scheme. The "developed"
countries include all of North America and Europe. the Soviet
Union, .Japan, Australia, and New-Zealand. The. "developing"
tountriesinclude Africa; Asia (except Japan), Latin America, and
Oceinia,(excePt Australia and New Zealand):

The developed countries selected for analysis in this report
have been chosen for their comparability with the United States
demographically and economically, and for the quality of the data
available. The specific developed countries studied in this report
are:. the. United. States, Australia, Canada, France, West
Germany, Hungary, Italp Japan, Norway, Sweden, the Soviet
Union,-.and the United Kingdorc. The following developing
countries hive been included for the purpose of comparison with
the developed countries when data were available: the People's
Republic of China, India, Israel, and Mexico.

The first -section of the report outlines basic worldwide
demographic trends on a regional basis as a framework within
which to place levels of demographic indicators in the. developed
world. The regional indicators,provided for North America,
Europe, and the Soviet :Union in:this:section are representative
of tficise for individual developed countriesAi4cussed in, later
sections. Likewise, the regional indicator's for Asia, Africa, and
Latin Ainerieti are representative of those found in T'nesividual

.41eireloping,-TountrWin these regions: .Data. for individual
'countries maybe -found in tlr. iippelidix.tahles. In the remaining
seOtiPnsi'd4P..latf, Presented for individual countries, selected for



,theifYability to represent the range found among the countries
sitidie.4k MO' limited by the :availability of data. Data on every
topic iveretidt-airailable for every country, but a representative

jpielvat Strivt-Al-fof'in every, case. ,The discussion of the data,
erefC44,--is to the Conntries analyzed in this study, and

,dOesjitit refer to ailtlevelopectOr developing countries.

The data -presented have been chosen for quality and
consistency _by Census Bureau analysts. However, whenever
statistics from different countries are compared, problems of
comparability inevitably arise because of differences in definitions
Of demographic concepts (see GloSsaiy). For example,
:hottseholds and families are defined differently by many of the
countries analyzed. For this report, household-based statistics
have been used 'because _they are more ,widely available and
comparable across coUntries. Countries differ in their definitions
of children, and the age limits used in defining children and
economically active youth. Countries also differ in their
treatment of unmarried cohabiting couples; they may be classified
as married, single, or "other" depending on how they respond to
census and_survey questions. These inconsistencies with the data
haVe been resolved to the extent possible by using common
definitions in the data presented. When unresolvable differences
in defititions remained, they have been noted in the appendix
tables.

International statistics on children are limited in two
additional respects. First, they are obtained from national data
collection, agencies which habitually collect and present data with
.theliouseholder rather than the child as the "point of .reference.
Clearly, when data are presented from a child's perspective, a
fuller ufiderstandineof children's living conditions emerges. This
Suggests the need to collect and analyze child-based statistics in
addition to those based on households, so .that a more focused
understanding- of changes the well-being of children may be

.gained. SecOnd, the development of information systems often
--

.mgs..cetuuct the emergence 'd _set! !Sala of Change. To the
nrtliat data-Oh these_phenomena are not collected by current

irtionnaigii,systems, their magnitude is unknown. for example,
cornpafable statis*S..,Ou, child: abuse, homeless,

:yotith,,aftAubstanee abuse are currently unavailable, and thus are

agebe.dilai
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REGIONAL DEFINITIONS AND
COUNTRY ABBREVIATIONS

Classification of the world regions used in this report is according
to the United Nations' scheme. Under this classificatiOn, 163
countries or areas are developing and 45-are developed.

Developing countries. This category includes all the countries of
Africa,, Latin America, Asia (excluding Japan), and Oceania
(excluding Australia and-New Zealand):t.

Developed countries. Includes ill of North Anierica, Europe, the
.SoViet Union, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand.

Africa. Includes the 56 countries or areas of Africa.

:Asia. Includes the 44 countries or areas of Asia.

Europe. Includes the 36 countries or areas of Europe.

Latin America. Includes the 45 countries or areas of Latin
America (including the Caribbean).

North America. Includes 5 countries or areas, Bermuda, Canada,
Greenland, St. Pierre and Miquelon, and the United States.

Oceania. Includes 21 countries or areas. Although not shown on
figures in the Demographic Overview of Children by World
Region, Oceania data are included in world totals.

Soviet Union. Shown separately in this report, including the
Demographic Overview of Children by World Region.

The following country abbreviations are used on the figures of
this report.

AUS - AUSTRALIA
CAN - CANADA

(7)
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HIGHLIGHTS

YOUTH :POPULATION HIGH; DEMOGRAPHICS DIFFER
'STRIKINGLY AMONG WORLD REGIONS

Today's world child and youth population (2.8 billion)
exceeds the total world population of just 26 years ago.
Young people under age 25 years constitute more than half
(52 percent) of the world's population.

Among the world's youth population, 61 percent live in Asia,
25 percent in Africa and Latin America, and 14 percent in
Europe, North America, and the Soviet Union combined.

By 2010, the population ages 0 to 24 years will be less than
half of the total population in each of the world's regions
except Africa, where it will be over 60 percent.

In 1990, 60 percent of the world's births will be in Asia, 20
percent in Africa, and 20 percent in Europe, Latin America,
North America, and the Soviet Union combined.

About 10 million babies -- mole than 1,000 every hour -- will
die in the world this year. Of the 1,000 babies dying hourly,
about 970 were born in a developing country.

1:,3S, 2610, on average, the women of the world will bear fewer
than three children. This year, total fertility rates are already
below population replacement levels in many countries of
Europe and North America.

IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES STUDIED, HOUSEHOLDS
MORE LIKELY TO HAVE NO CHILDREN, AND U.S.
CHILDREN LESS LIKELY TO LIVE WITH TWO PARENTS

Fewer than half of all households in most developed
countries have children.

21
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Among the countries. studied, West Germany has the lowest
(22) and Japan the highest (39) percentage of 'all households
composed, of couples wish chi:dren. In the United States,
couples with children are 27 percent of households.

The United States has the highest rate of both marriage, (10
per 1,000 population)' and divorce (21 per 1,000 Married-
women) among the countries studied. The next highest rates
are founcilin Canada and the United Kingdom (marriage rate
at '7 and divorce rate at 13). Children in the United States
experience divorce at much higher rates than children. in any
country compared (19 per 1,000 children under age 18 years
compared with the lowest rate in Japan of 5).

The proportion of children living in single-parent families
increased since 1960 in all countries studied, but the gape
between the United States and the other developed countries
widened. Alinost 1 out of 4 children in the United States
liveS in a single-parent family, a higher rate than in the other
countries studied. In the United Kingdom and Norway, 1
out of 7 children lives in a single-parent family.

MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY PATTERNS IN U.S. CONTRAST
WITH OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES

Median age at marriage for men and women in the United
States is lower than that in most European countries and
Japan; 50 percent of women in the United States are
married by age 23, compared to 50 percent of women in
Japan who are married by age 25.

First-time mothers in the United States are younger on
average (age 23) than in most other developed countries
studied (average age 25). Fertility is higher among young
Women in the United States (107 births per 1,000 women
ages 20-24) and France (102) than in comparable countries
studied.

Among the industrialized countries studied, teenage fertility
is highest in Hungary and the United States (57 and 51
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births per 1,000 women ages 15-19, respectively), followed by
the United Kingdom (29), Israel (25), and Canada (24), and
lowest in Japan (4).

In 1982; 10 percent of teenage women (ages 15-19) in the
United States became pregnant. Among the other countries
studied, teenage pregnancy rates ranged from 1 percent in
Japan to 8 percent in Hungary.

Between 1960 and 1986, the percent of total births to
unmarried women rose from 5-6 percent to 21-23 percent in
the United States, United Kingdom, and France.

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING AT RISK, FOR GREATER
PROPORTIONS OF CHILDREN IN U.S. AND AUSTRALIA
THAN IN OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS

Among,six industrialized countries studied, the United States
and Australia had, around 1980, the highest percentage of
children in poverty (17 percent), even after tax and transfer
benefitswere applied.

Poverty rates were higher. among children in single-parent
families than among children in all family types in the
countries' studied.

Australia and the United States had the highest poverty rates
among, -,families with children (15 and 14 percent,
respectively), even after tax and transfer benefits were
applied.

Poor families with children in Australia, followed by the
United States, had the lowest earnins compared with poor
families in other developed countries studied.

At least 99 percent of poor families with children in the
developed countries studied received government assistance,
compared to 73 percent in the United States.

. 2
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HEALTH INDICATORS FOR THE YOUNG VARY WIDELY
AMONG' COUNTRIES STUDIED

Among the developed countries studied, infant mortality rates
vary from 5 deaths per 1,C00 live births in Japan to 25 deaths
per 1,000 live births in the Soviet Union, with the United
States having a rate of 10.

In the United States, 1 percent of children born each year
die before age 1, and 38 percent of those deaths occur in the
first day of life.

The United States, United Kingdom, and Italy have higher
percentages of babies born at low birth weight (approximately
7 percent), than other developed countries, with the
exception of Hungary.

Among all AIDS cases reported in the developed countries
studied, less than 3 percent are pediatric (below age 13
years).

In the United States, 62 percent of legal abortions are to
women less than age 25, followed by 58 percent in Canada
and 51 percent in Norway.

AMONG DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, VIOLENCE AND
ACCIDENTS MAJOR CAUSES OF YOUTH DEATHS, 'YET
MURDER AMONG YOUTH IMPORTANT ONLY FOR U.S.
MALES

More than three-fourths of all deaths to youth in the United
States, Canada, and Sweden are due to accidents, suicide,
homicide, or other violence, with the highest proportion in
the United States (78 percent).

Motor vehicle accidents are the most common cause of death
for youth in developed countries. The United States and
Australia have till highest death rates due to motor vehicle
accidents for young men (57 and 58 per 100,000 mares ages
15-24, respectively). Israel has the lowest death rate due to
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motor vehicle accidents among all countries studied (20 per
100,000 males ages 15-24).

Male youth in the United States are more than 5 times as
14:ely to be mtirdered than those in the other developed
countries studied, white Mexico's male youth are murdered
at a rate nearly double that of the-United States.

Suicide-rates among youth ages 15-24 vary greatly across the
countries .studied, from less than 1 of 50 youth deaths in
Mexico, to 1 of 4 youth deaths in Sweden. In the United
States, 1 of 8 youth deaths is a suicide.

EDUCATION AND LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION AMONG
YOUTHATARIES FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY

Developed countries studied, plus Israel, spend between 4
and 10 percent of their gross national product (GNP) on
elementary, secondary, and higher education; other
developing countries studied spend from 3 to 4 percent.

Class size at the first level of schooling (essentially primary
school) ranges from 7 pupils per teacher in Norway to 21 in
the United States and 42 in India.

The percentage of employed youth ranges from 30 percent
in Israel to 66 percent in the United States and 75 percent
in the United Kingdom.

Labor force participation is slightly higher among young
males than among young females in all developed countries,
with the exception of Japan and Sweden, where a slightly
greater proportion of young women than young men are in
the labor force.

/*Ong the, developed countries studied, except Hungary,
youth in the labor force are more likely to be in the service
sector} than their elders. The United States in 1980 had the
highest proportimrof employed youth working in the service
,ector.(70 percent).



DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW OF CHILDREN
BY WORLD REGION
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Figure 1. Number of Children and Youth,
by Region: :1990
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World's Youth Today Exceed Total World Population 26 Years
Ago

The total number of persons ages 0 to 24 years is nearly 2.8
billion in ,1990 (figure 1). This,is greater than the total number
of persons on Earth, just over a quarter century ago. Even
though the'nurnher of children per mother has declined in recent
years, the. absolute number of persons under age 25 years has
Continued to,grow because of the increasing number of mothers.
More iiiung persons are found in Asia than in all the other world
-regiOnssombutecl. More than half of the world's population lives
in Asia, and 61.percein,of the young also live there. Mother 25
percent all young people in the world live in Africa and Latin
America, while the combined populations of Europe, North
America, and the Soviet Union contain 14 percent of the world
,YoUth population.,
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Figure 2. .Percent of Total Population
Ages 0 to 24 Years, by Region:

1990, 2000, and 2010
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Young Population Is 52 Percent of the World Today, and
Proportion is Declining

Over half of the world's population is under the age of 25 years
(figure 2). This proportion is expected to decline in the future,
to 48 percent by the year 2000 and further to 46 percent by
2010. Currently, the population ages 0 to 24 years is a majority
in the developing regions of the world and a minority in the
deVelofed world. In North America and Europe, only about 1 of
every 3 persons is under age 25 years. This is in marked contrast
with Africa, where more than 3 of every-5 persons currently are
below the age of 25. By the year 2010, the population ages 0 to
24 years will be a minority in all regions except' Africa, where
over 60 percent of the population will still be under age 25 years.
The most rapid decline in the proportion of" the regional
population ages 0 to 24 years will take place in Latin America.
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Figure 3. Percent Change in Child and
Youth Population, by Region:

1990 to 2010

World Africa Asia Latin North Europe Soviet
.America -America Union

3o-uree, Table 7.

Fewer Young People in Europe and North America in Next 20
Years

The absolute number of children ages 0 to 14 years is expected
to decline by nearly 5 percent in North America and by close to

=-9 percent iwEurope between 1990 and 2010 (figure 3). Europe
shoW a,tlecline of about 14 percent in its population ages 15

to 24 years; while this' number will increase by 5 percent in North
America. Idthe tither regions, there will be an increase in the
population ages 15 to. 24 years that will be greater than that for

:thehe population ages to 14 years. The population ages 0 to 24
years' in developed countries not only will decline in proportion
to developing countries between 1990 and 2010, but the
developed country population in these ages will decline in
absolute terms during this period (table 1).
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Figure 4. Median Age, by Region:
1990, 2000, and 2010
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Over Half the Population of North America, Europe and the
Soviet Union Over Age 30

The number of. persons ages 30 years and over living in North
America, Europe, and the Soviet Union now exceeds the number
of persons below that age. The median age, -the age that divides
a population into numerically equal parts of younger and older
persons, is now over 35 years in Europe (figure 4). By, the year
2010, half the population of Europe is expected -to be 40 years
and over. In the United States, the median age is now 33 years.
By comparison, the median age in developing countries is 22
years. This is a reflection of geographic differences in past levels
of fertility. Africa's median age of 17.5 years is currently the
lowest among world regions, and will increase at the slowest rate
over the next two decades.
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Figure 3. Child Dependency Ratio,
by Region: 1§90;-2000, and 2010

(Number of children ages 0-14 per 100 persons ages 15-84)
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Child Dependency Ratio. Declining in All World Regions

The greater the number of children in relation to the population
in productive ages, the greater the level of child dependency.
The child dependency ratio, defined as the number of children
ages 0 to 14 years per 100 persons ages 15 to 64 years, is
eipeeted to decline throughout the world during the next 20
yeais (figure 5). In 1990, child dependency is lowest in Europe
and North' America, followed by the Soviet Union, Asia, Latin
America, and Africa. This relative ranking will remain unchanged
over the next 20 years.
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Figure 6. Total Fertility Rate,
by Region: 1990, 2000, and 2010

.4.45, ..""ew
V\ \\

%` \ %,S U\\M

el ,
^,tt.

\

a%

ED 1990
2000

MI 2010

0 0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0
Rate Der woman

6.0 70

Women To Have Fewer Than Three Children by 2010

In 1990, women in the world are expeck; to bear an average of
just under 3.5 children (figure 6). In North America and Europe,
the average is currently below 2 children per woman. This level
of fertility is lower than required for population replacement and,

the long term, would result in declining population size in the
adsenee of migration. . Some countries in Europe already
experience more deaths than bir,ths each year. Before the year
2000, women in Asia and Latin America are expected to bear an
average of fewer than 3 children per woman. In Africa, although
declines in the total fertility rate are expected, by 2010 women
are projected to bear an average of 4.7 children. This is much
greater than the currently observed total fertility rate in all other
world regions. While regional differences in the level of
childbearing will persist in the near future, the world total fertility
rate is expected to fall below 3 by the year 2010.
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Figure 7. Percent. Share of World Births,
,by, Region: 1990
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Eight of Every Ten Births Occur in Asia or Africa

Sixty percent of the world's births in 1990 will take place in Asia
(figure 7). Another 20 percent are expected to occur in Africa.
Only 1 of every 9 births takes place in North America, Europe,
and the Soviet Union combined. Since. J of every 5 persons
currently resides in either North America, Europe, or the Soviet
Union, fertility rates that result in 89 percent of world births
occurring outside these areas imply that a shrinking proportion of
the world's population will live in the developed regions of the
world. While 77 percent of people on Earth currently live in
developing, countries, this proportion is expected to reach 80
percent by the turn of the century (table 1).
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Figure 8. Infant Mortality Rate,
by Region: 1990 and 2000

Rate per 1.000 births
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Infant Deaths in Africa and Asia Will Be More Than Double the
Births in North America This Year

In 1990, about 10 million infants will die. Less-than 3 percent of
those deaths will occur in developed countries. The rate at which
infants die varies greatly by region. In Africa, which has the
highest infant mortality rate among the major world regions, 1 of
every 10 babies born this year can be expected to die before
reaching its first birthday (figure 8). For the world, about 1 of
every 15 children born in 1990 will die before reaching age 1,
while in North America and Europe only about 1 of every 100
infants is expected to die. A baby born in Africa is thus 10 times
more likely to die in infancy than its counterpart in North
America. Regional differences in infant mortality rates will
remain in the year 2000, although the differentials are expected
to narrow.
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Figure 9. Infant Deaths as Percent of
AIL Regional Deaths: 1990
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Nearly 1 of Every S Deaths in the World Is an Infant Death

Twenty percent of all persons who die this year will be infants
(figure 9). In developing countries, one-fourth of all deaths are
to persons less than 1 year old. In Africa, 1 of every 3 deaths is
an infant. These high prop- irtions result from the combination
of high fertility, young populations, and high rates of infant
mortality. In the developed world, infant deaths are a much
smaller proportion of total deaths. Approximately 2 of every 100
deaths in developed countries are to infants.
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Figure 10. Life Expectancy at Birth,
by Region: 1990 and 2000
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Babies Born, in 2000 May Live 3 Years Longer, on Average,
Than Babies Born Today

At sorrent mortality rates, persons born in 1990 are expected to
livetan average of 62.3 years (figure 10). By 2000, life expectancy
at birth is projected to be 65.3 years. Average life expectancy at
12irth varies greatly, from a low /of 53.5 years in Africa to a high
of 75.7 years in North America. Future gains in life expectancy
are projected to be larger for developing countries than for
developed countries because many more deaths in developing
countries are preventable than in developed countries, given
current medical technology. Differences in life expectancy at
birth among the regions thus will narrow by the year 2000.
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Figure 11. Percent of Households
by Type: Selected Years, 1982 to 1988
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Fewer Than Half of All Households in Most Developed
Countries Have Children

Fewer than half of all households in the countries studied are
family households with children (table 7). The percentage of
family households with children ranges from 25 percent in West
Germany to 42 percent in Japan. In the United States, 35
percent of households are family households with children.

Among the Countries Studied, West Germany Has the Smallest
Percentage of Households Composed of a Married Couple with
Children

Married couples with children make up only 22 percent of West
German households, but 39 percent of Japanese households. In
the United States, married (couples with children are 27 percent
of households (figure 11).
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Figure 12. Single-Parent Families as
Percent of Family Households with

Children: Selected Years, 1982 to 1988
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The United States has the Highest Proportion of Single-Parent
Families

Twenty-three percent of family households with children are
headed by single parents in the United States (figure 12). This is
far higher than the other countries studied, where this percentage
ranges from 6 in Japan to 17 in Sweden.
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Figure 13. Percentage of Children
in Single-Parent Families: 1960 to 1986
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Children in the U.S. Are the Most Likely To Live With Only
One Parent

The proportion of U.S. children living in single-parent families
grew 2.5 times between 1960 and 1986 (figure 13). Nearly one in
four now lives with only one parent. More children, by far, both
in number and percent, live in single- parent families in the
United States than in the other countries compared. The
percentage has also increased substantially since 1960 in every
country studied, but the gap between the United States and other
developed countries has widened.
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Figure 14. Household Size: Circa 1980
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Household Size Is Lowest in Europe

Average household size in the developed countries studied ranged
from 2.4 members in West Germany to 3.5 in the Soviet Union
around 1980 (figure 14). The United States had 2.8 persons per
household during that year. By contrast, India's household size
averaged 5.6 in 1981.
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Figure 15. Percent of Households
by Number of Children: Circa 1980.
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Fewer Than 1 in 12 Households in the Developed Countries
Studied Has 3 or More Children

Declining fertility in developed countries has led to a sharp
reduction in family size, which has in turn affected the number of
children in househol 4s. Children of the '80s and most likely of
the '90s and the early 21st century are likely to be the only child
in the household or to live with one other child. Children in the
United States, Sweden, and West Germany are more likely to be
the only child in the household than to live with other children.
In Sweden - and West Germany, more than 20 percent of
households have only one child residing in the household while
16 percent of households in the United States are one-child
families. In the United Kingdom, Norway, and Canada,
households with 2 children are slightly more prevalent than those
with 1 child. In all of the countries in figure 15, the majority of
households contain no children.
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! Figure 16. Divorce Rates: 1986

Rate per 1,000 existing marriages
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Men and Women in the U.S. Are More Likely to Get Married
Than People in the Other Developed Countries Studied

The United States has, by far, the highest rate of marriage among
the developed countries studied 9.9 per 1,000 population in
1986. The next highest marriage rates are found in Canada and
the United Kingdom (6.9 per 1,000), and the lowest in Sweden
(4.6 per 1,000). People in France, West Germany, Italy and Japan
marry at rates somewhere in between these extremes (see table
10). ,

Couples in the U.S. Are Also Far More Likely to Divorce

The divorce rate is 21:2 per 1,000 married .women in the United
States 764 percent higher than any other country studied (figure
16). The rate in the other countries ranges from 12.9 in the
United Kingdom and Canada down to 1.1 in Italy, a number that
reflects Italy's legal restrictions on divorce.
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Figure 17. Child Involvement in Divorce:
Circa 1980
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Children in the U.S. Experience Divorce at Much Higher Rates
Than Any Other Count'', Compared

The number of children involved in divorce per 1,000 children
under age 18 reached an all time high of 18.7 in the United
States in 1981. This number has since d=lined to 16.8 in 1986
(U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, 1989). Among the
other countries compared, the United Kingdom has the second
highest rate --12.8 and Japan has the lowest 5.1 (figure 17).
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Figure Flatto of Adjusted Disposable
Income to National Mean for Families

with Children: Circa 1980
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Disposable Income of Families With Children Generally Rises
With Age of Family Head

In ail, developed countries studied, the average income. of young
families with children, .after taxes and government asistance are
taken into account, is much lower than the average income of all
families. The income of families with children rises with the age
of the family head in every country compared, and exceeds the
average income of all families when the family head reaches ages
45 to 54 years except in West Germany (figure 18) (table 11).
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Figure 19. Poverty Among Children,
by Family Type: Circa 1980'
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The United States Has More Child Poverty Than Other Major
Industrial Countries

Every industrialized country has children who are living in
poverty. The United States has a higher poverty rare among
children (17.1 percent) than the other major industrial countries
(figure 19). Australia's overall child poverty rate is not much
lower than that of the United States, but its poverty rate among
children living in single-parent families is higher.

Child Poverty Rates Vary Greatly by Family Structure in Every
Country

Children in single-parent families have poverty rates that are
much higher than children living in all family types in every
country studied (figure 19). With the exception of Sweden, the
poverty rate of children in single-parent families is at least three
times higher than that of children living in all family types. The
growth in the proportion of children living in single-parent
families in every country studied was illustrated in figure 13.
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Figure 20. Poverty Among Families with
Children: Circa 1980
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Australia and the United States Have the Highest Poverty Rates
Among Families with Children

Tax and transfer benefits reduce the poverty of families with
children in every country studied. But none of the countries has
eliminated poverty among families with children entirely (figure
20). Even after tax and transfer benefits were taken into
account, Australia and the United States had the highest
percentage of families with children in poverty (15 and 14
respectively). (Family-based measures of child poverty differ from
child-based measures because poor families generally do not have
the same number of children as all families.)
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Figure 21. 'Earnings of Poor Families
with Children Before Taxes and

Transfers. Circa 1980

Percent of U.S. poverty line

40

30 -

20

U.S.

Source: Table 12.

;.4

.k1;4 I
Australitcr'Canada FRG

Mr All Single parent

Sweden U.K.

Poor Single-Parent Families Earn Far Less Than Other Poor
Families

Poor families with children headed by single-parents earn far less
in every country studied than other poor families with children
(figure 21). The gap in earnings between single-parent and all
families with children is greatest in the United Kingdom and least
in Sweden. The United States has a smaller gap than Canada,
West Germany, and the United Kingdom. Overall, poor families
with children in Australia, followed by the United States, had the
lowest earnings compared with poor families in other developed
countries studied.
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Figure 22. Government Transfers to Poor
Families with Children: Circa 1980
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U.S. and Australia Provide Greater Proportion of Assistance to
Poor Families Through Welfare; Other Countries Studied
Through Social Insurance

Most countries provide both social insurance benefits and welfare,
i.e. means-tested, benefits to poor families with children (figure
22). Except for Australia, the United States provides a greater
percentage of its assistance in welfare benefits than other
countries, who provide most of their assistance through social
insurance programs such as social seeurity: In the United States,
73 percent of poor families with children received some
government assistance in 1979. In the other countries, the
percentage was at least 99 percent (table 12).
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Figure 23. Infant Mortality Rate: 1986

Source, Tabla 1$.
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99 of Every 100 Babies Suivive to Age 1 in Most Developed
Countries

In the United States, about 10 of every 1000 infants born in a
year die before reaching their first birthday (figure 23). In most
,othet.deVetoped countries, the infant mortality rate is even lower.
The-infant mortality rate for the developed countries studied

`" ranges 'from a low of 5 in Japan to 25 per 1,000 births in the- Soviet Union. The rate for the Soviet Union would be even
higher if certain births with a high risk of mortality were not
excluded (table 13).

'Developing countries have much higher infant mortality rates than
developed countries. In India, nearly 100 of every 1,000 babies

, 'born in a year die in their first car of life.
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- Figure 24. Infant Mortality Rate,
by Sex: 1986
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Infant Mortality Rate Higher. for Males Than Females

Higher male thap female infant mortality is observed among the
countries studied (figure 24) and throughout most of the world.
The sex differential in infant mortality tends to be narrow for the
countries studied, with the widest absolute difference estimated
for Mexico (table 13). Infant mortality in the' United. States for
both males and females is higher than the corresponding infant
mortality rates of all the developed countries studied, except
Hungary and the Soviet Union.

In addition to higher male than female infant mortality, higher
male death rates generally prevail throughout the life cycle, so
that females live, on average, longer than males, although a few
developing countries have reported a higher life expectancy at
birth for males (El -Badry, 1970).



Figuref25. Percent of Total
,Infant Deaths Occurring on
the First Day of Life: 1982
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Over One-Third of U.S. Infant Deaths Occur on the First Day
of Life

Generally, infant mortality rates decline, an increasing
proportii deaths (under 1 year of age) occur within
the fn'" 3hryock and Siegel, 1973). In the United
States infants who died were less than 1 day
old (figu, hail of the countries studied, over 50 percent
of infant death:, iccur within the first week of life, and in all of
the developed countries most infant deaths occur within the first
month (table 14). In contrast, in Mexico, a country with one of
the highest infant mortality rates among the countries studied,
only 8 percent of total infant deaths occur during the first day of
life.
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Figure 26. Cumulative Pediatric AIDS
Cases as Percentage of Total AIDS Cases:

1989
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Figure 27. Percentage of Cumulative
Pediatric Aids Cases Due to Parent-Child

Transmission: 1989
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Pediatric AIDS Cases Are Fewer Than 3 Percent of Total AIDS

In 1989, from 1 to 3 percent of total cumulative reported cases
of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) were pediatric
cases (ages 12 years and under) in the United States, France,
West Germany,, Italy, and the United Kingdom (figure 26). The
majority of pediatric AIDS cases were transmitted from parent to
child, ranging from 65 percent in the United ICingdoiii to 90
percent in Italy (figure 27). These percentages can be expected
to increase, since the second Most common mode of transmission
is througWiransfusioniblood products, which- is expected to
diminish with the advent of effective blood screening for HIV
antibodies. 41.

In contrast to the countries studied, where heterosextial
transmission of the AIDS virus predominates, such as in Africa
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989c), pediatric AIDS comprises a
much larger proportion of total AIDS cases. (This results from
the combination of a greater proportion of women with AIDS
and the fact that woman-child transmission is the primary mode
of transmission for pediatric AIDS.) Unfortunately, the low
completeness of reporting of AIDS (Sato, Chin, and Mann, 1989)
in such countries precludes calculating comparable measures.
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Figure 28. Youth Abortions as a Percent
of Total Legal Abortions: Circa 1983
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Young Women in the U.S. Have Highest Percent of Legal
Abortions

Sixty-two percent of all legal abortions in the United States in
1983 were performed on women ages 15 to 24 years (figure 28).
This percent of youth abortions to total legal abortions is the
highest among all countries studied, and double the percents in
India, Italy, and Hungary in the early 1980s. In addition to the
United States, more than half of all legal abortions in Canad?
and Norway are performed on women under age 25 years.
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Figure 29. Percent of Total Births
With Low Birth Weight: Circa 1983
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United States, United Kingd9m, and Italy Have Higher Percent
of Low Birth Weight Babies Than Other Western Countries

Among the developed countries studied, the percent of low birth
weight babies (under 2500 grams) ranges from 4 percent in
Norway and Sweden to 10 percent in Hungary (figure 29). Low
birth weight differences between countries are related to infant
mortality rate differences. The countries having the lowest
percent of total births with low birth weight (Norway, Sweden,
France, West Germany and Canada) are also found to have the
lowest infant mortality rates among the countries studied (figure
23), while greater percents of low birth weight babies are found
in the countries that also have relatively higher infant mortality
rates, such as the United States, Israel, and Hungary.
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Figure 30. Violent Deaths as Percent
of Total Youth Deaths, by Sex:

Circa 1986
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Three-Fourths of All Deaths to Youth in the U.S., Canada and
Sweden Are Due to Violence (including Acddent.c)

Deaths to youths ages 15 to 24 years are likely to be violent. In
1986, 78 percent of all deaths to persons ages 15 to 24 years in
the United States were the result of accidents, suicide, homicide,
or other violence (figure 30). The overwhelming majority of
these deaths occurs to males. For the countries studied, more
male youth died due to violence than female youth died from all
causes.
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Figure 31. Youth Suicide Rate,
Ages 15 to 24 Years, by Sex:

Circa 1986

Rate per 100.000 population
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Male Youth Much More Likely to Commit Suicide Than Female

Youth

Suicide rates among male youth vary considerably across countries
(figure 31). Male suicide rates in Australia, Canada, Hungary,
Norway, and the United States are double those in Israel, Italy,
Mexico, and the United Kingdom. Female suicide rates appear
more consistent, with most countries' rates around 5 per 100,000
population. An exception is Hungary, where females are more
likely to take their own life than are males in the four countries
with relatively low male suicide rates.
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Figure 32. ,Male Youth Homicide Rate,
Ages 15 to 24 Years: Circa 1986
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U.S. Exceeded Only By Mexico in Male Youth Homicide Rate
Among Countries Studied

Male youth in the United States are more than 5 times as likely
to be the victims of homicide as youth in many other developed
countries (figure 32). Homicide as a cause of death among male
youth in the other developed countries studied is relatively low
compared to death by other violent means. While the U.S. male
youth homicide rate is high compared to other developed
countries, it is only about one-half the homicide rate for young
males in Mexico. Although Mexico has the lowest male suicide
rate among the countries studied, its male homicide rate is by far
the highest. In the United States, the suicide and homicide rates
among young men are equal. This is true because the homicide
rate among young American men is high relative to other
countries, not because their suicide rate is relatively low.
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Figure-33. Male Youth Motor Vehicle
Accident Death Rate, Ages 15 to 24 Years:

Circa 1986
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Motor Vehicle Accidents Are the Most Common Cause of Death
for Youth in Developed Countries

Although many young lives are lost through suicide and homicide,
the combined number of deaths by these two causes is far below
the number of youths who die in motor vehicle accidents. About
1 of am 2000 males ages 15 to 24 years dies each year in a
motor vehicle accident in Australia, France, and the United States
(figure 33). In the United States in 1986, among both young
men and women ages 15 to 24 years of age, about 38 percent of
deaths were caused by motor vehicle accidents (table 17).
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Figure 34. Fat per Capita per Day:
1983-85

United-States Ranks Fourth in the World in Supply of Fat for
Consumption

The supply, of fat available for consumption per person in the
United States each day (167 grams) is greater than for persons in
most countries of the world (figure 34). Only.Austria, Belgium,
and Denmnk have a higher daily supply of fat available, for
consumption per capita per day (United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization, 1987). Daily fat supply in the United
States is double that of Mexico (89 grams) and Japan (81 grams),
and quadruple the levels of fat potentially consumed each day per
person in China (38 grams) and India (36 grams).
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Figure 35. Physicians per 10,000
Population: Circa 1985
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There are Between 15 and 42 Physicians for Every 10,000 People
in the Developed Countries Studied

The developed countries studied vary in the supply of physicians
(figure 35) from a low of 15 per 10,000 population in Japan to
a high of 42 per 10,000 population in Italy. Among the
developed countries, the number of physicians in the United
States (21) for every 10,000 persons ranks, among the lowest of
the developed countries studied, although for Canada, the United
States, Norway, Australia, West Germany, and Sweden this
measure ranges only from 20 to 26. China and India have much
lower physician to population ratios (9 and 4, respectively), a
situation that is typical of developing countries.
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Figure 36. Public'Expenditure on
Education as Percent of GNP: 1984
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Between 4 and 8 Percent of GNP Spent on Education in
Industrialized Countries

The developed countries studied spend between 4 and 8 percent
of their gross nations, product (GNP) on education (figure 36).
The percent of GNP spent on education by the developing
countries studied, excerpt Israel, is lower, ranging from 3 to 4
percent. The United 'States and the Soviet Union both spent
about 7 percent of GNP on education in 1983. These
percentages have remained fairly steady over the recent past. For
example, public expenditure on education as a proportion of GNP
in the United States was 6.5 percent in 1970, 6.3 percent in 1975,
and 6.8 percent in 1980 (table 21). While the data for this figure
cover public expenditure on all levels of education (pre-school,
primary, secondary, and higher), and indicate that the United
States ranks high among the countries studied on expenditure for
education, other research has found that when expenditures on
higher education are excluded, the ranking of the United States
falls considerably (Rasell and Mishel, 1989).
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Figure 37. Pupil/Teacher Ratios at
First and Third Levels: 1984
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Class Size Generally Decreases With Age

At the first level of schooling, the number of pupils per teacher
ranges from a low of 7 in Norway to a high of 42 in India (figure
37 and, table 22). (The first level of schooling is essentially
primary school, which varies by country, but generally ranges from
the first 4 to 8 years of schooling.) Developed countries tend to
have lower pupil/teacher ratios at the first level than developing
countries. A surprising exception is Japan, which has the highest
ratio among the developed countries, and where the number of
pupils per teacher (24) is nearly the same as in China (25). In
general, there ate usually fewer pupils per teacher by the time
students reach the third level of schooling than at the first level.
(Third level is equivalent to post-secondary school.) In 1984,
however, Canada, Italy, and Norway had higher pupil/teacher
ratios at the third level than at the first level.
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Figure 38. Percent of Children and
Youth Enrolled in School:

Selected Years, 1975 to 1981
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School Enrollment is Universal in Developed Countries for
Younger Children and Less Than 50 Percent for 15 to 24 Year
Olds

With effective compulsory education, children ages 5 to 14 years
in developed countries have virtually universal enrollment in
primary school (figure 38). In many developing countries, such
as, in India, a minority of children may attend school. Among
youth, the percent of persons enrolled varies considerably across
countries. For example, the United States had 44 percent of
youth (ages 16 to 24 years) enrolled in school in 1980, but only
30 percent of persons ages 15 to 24 years were enrolled in school
in the United Kingdom in 1981. In part, these differences reflect
variations in the proportions of persons who enter and complete
college/university and in labor force participation rates among
youth by country (table 23).
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Figure 39. Percentage of Youth
Completing at Least Primary School,

by Sex: Circa 1980

Percent

40

20-

0

97 96 95 - 94 9634

7 3

96 96 96 98

U.S. CAN HUN ITA NOR IND
1980 1981 :1 1980 i981 1980 1981

Male \ Female
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International Data Base.

Similar Percentages of Young Men and Women in Developed
Countries Complete Primary School

Nearly all youth in developed countries complete at least a
primary school education (figure 39). In general, comparable
proportions of young men and women complete at least primary
school in developed countries. Among the developed countries
studied, the percentage of youth ages 15 to 24 years not
completing at least primary school ranges from 2 to 6 percent.
Developing countries, where enrollment of youth remains less
complete than in developed countries, have, as expected, mucb
lower levels of primary school completion. In India, 72 percent
of youth had completed primary school in 1981.
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Figure 40. Percentage of Youth and
Adults Completing at Least Primary

School: Circa 1980
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Youth More Educated Than Their Elders

In most countries of the world, the younger generation is more
educated than the older generation. This is especially true in
developing countries such as India and Mexico (figure 40). In
developed cor:tries, differences between youth and adults in the
percent completing at least primary school also are evident. In
the United States, 10 percent of persons ages 25 years and over
had not completed primary school in 1980. This, contrasts with
nearly 20 percent in Italy and 40 percent in Hungary.

70



;

.
%

5.'14
'1.P./ '114A

 a;
.44.',4.4'.

4:;44
^t.

'.4
+

.



U.K.

CAN

AUS

SWE'

U.S:

NOR

FRO

IND

ITA

JPN

FRA

ISF:

71

Figure 41. Percent Economically
Active Youth: 1987

0
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Percent Economically Active Youth Ranges From 30 to 75
Percent

Seventy-five percent of youth in the United Kingdom, but only 30
percent in Israel, are in the labor force (figure 41). Differences
among countries partially reflect variations in the length of time
adolescents and young adults remain it school (see figure 38 on
school enrollment) as well as country differences in the lower age
limit of the economically active population (see table 23).
Differences also may be attributed to the varying age structures
of the populations. That is, those countries with a larger
proportion of teenagers relative to those ages 20 to 24 years will
tend to have a lower proportion of youth ages 15 to 24 years in
the labor force, since these two age groups differ markedly in
their labor force participation rates.
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Figure 42. Percent Economically
Active Youth, by Sex: 1987
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Labor Force Participation Higher Among Young Men Than
Women

Although in recent years women have increased their
participation in the labor force throughout the world, male labor
force participation still exceeds that of women. For the
developed countries studied, the percent of economically active
female youth remains lower than that of male youth (figure 42).
Exceptions are in Japan and Sweden, where female labor force
participation rates now ecceed those for males among the youth
population. Among the other industrialized countries studied, the
gender gap in labor force participation rates is narrow, with the
participation of young men greater than of young women. In
India, reported female labor force participation, even among
youth, continues to lag far behind the participation of males,
although differences by sex in many developing countries may
partially reflect the failure of censuses and surveys to count the
activities of women in subsistence agriculture and urban informal
sector joh (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1985).
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Figure 43. Percent Economically Active
Youth, by Broad Sector, Japan,

Norway, and U.S.: 196C and 1980
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International Data Base.

Youth Less Likely to Enter Agriculture and Industry Today
Than In Years Past

In the United States, Japan, and Norway, the proportion of youth
in the agricultural sector of the economy has declired, while the
share of economically active youth in the service sector has
increased since 1960 (figure 43). The proportion of youth in the
industrial sector in the United States and Japan has also declined
since 1960. Compared to Japan and the United States, the
proportion of youth in the industrial sector in Norway remained
much more stable during the 20-year period 1960 to 1980. These
trends observed for the youth population are characteristic of the
overall labor force as well.
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Figure 44. Percent of Economically
Active Youth and Adults in Agriculture,

Industry, and Services: Circa 1980
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Figur9 44. (continued)
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Youth More Concentrated in Services Than the Older
Population

In most of the developed countries studied, the economically
active youth and adult populations are predominantly in the
service sector. This is especially true in the United States, which
has the highest proportion of economically active youth and
adults in services among the countries studied. Overall, the
youth population tends to be more concentrated in services than
the population ages 25 years and over (figure 44). However,
adults iii Hungary are more active in the service sector compared
to youth, while a greater proportion of HungariKi youth than
adults works in industry. In China, as in many nonindustrialized
countries, both youth and adults are concentrated in agriculture.
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Figure 45. Percent of Economically
Active Youth in Services, by Sex:

Circa 1980

Percent

U.S. HUN JPN
1980 1980 1980 1980

as Male \ Female

NOR

Source: Tabs 24.

U.K. CHINA
1981 1982

Greater Share of Young Women Active in Service Sector Than
Young fl

In all the developed countries studied, young women are much
more likely than young men to be active the service sector
(figure 45). In the United States, over 80 percent of
economically active female youth were in the service sector in
1980, compared to just under 60 percent of economically active
male youth. Conversely, a larger share of male than female
economically active youth is found in the agriculture and industry
sectors. These findings do not hold for China, where among the
youth population, a larger proportion of males than females are
active in the service sector. This occurs because a greater
percentage of economically active female youth in China are
Concentrated in agriculture relative to male youth.
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Figure 46. Percent Unemployed, Total
and Youth Population: 1987
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Youth Unemployment Rates Higher Than Adult Rates

Unemployment rates are higher for youth than for the total
economically active population in all countries studied (figure 46).
In the United'States, roughly 1 of every 9 economically active
youth is unemployed. Australia, Canada, and Israel have similar
youth. unemployment rat's. Japan, Norway, and-Sweden have
low unemployment levels among youth. Adult unemployment
levels in these countries are also low. In marked contrast, one-
third of Italy's economically active youth are unemployed (table
25), although -this high, level is partially explained by Italy's
definition of unemployed and by the lower age limit (14 years)
used for. the economically active population.
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Active Youth Unemployed, by Sex:
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Male and Female Unemployment Rates Similar in Industrialized
Countries

The differential between the unemployment rates of male and
female Youth are generally small for the developed countries
studied (figure 47). In Israel, Noray, and West Germany (table
25) the female. youth unemployment rate is slightly higher than
for male youth, while the other countries, studied have slightly
higher: nemployment rates among young men. Young male and
female 'unemployment levels differ most- in Italy, although its
unemployment data are the least' comparable among the countries
studied (table 25). In 1987,. both male and female youth had
unemployment rates below! 7% percent in- Japan, Norway, and
Sweden. By comparison, unemployment rates in the United
States in 1987 were 12.6 for young men and 11.7 for young
women.
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Figure 48. Youth Unemployment as
Percent of Total Unemployment: 1987
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Youth Account for Ovc.. 30 Percent of All Unemployed Persons
in Most Countries Studied

In the United Stak.-s in 1987, more than 1 of every 3 unemployed
persons was between the ages of 16 and 24 years (figure 48).
The contribution of youth wlemploymmt to tetai ..aemployment
is lowest in Japan and West C3crmany, when.: about 1 of every 4
unemployed persons is under age 25 years, and highest in
Australia, Norway, and Italy, where youth constitute roughly half
of all unemployed persons (table 25). In the remaining countries
studied, youth unemployment as a percent of total unemployment
is comparable to the level in the United States.
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.Figure 4. Marital Status of Young
Aduits, Ages 20 to 24, by Sex:

Circa 1981
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Today's Young Adults Tend to Postpone Marriage

The majority of young adults are single in most industrialized
countries (figure 49). The United States and the United
Kingdom have a similar distribution of their young adult
population by marital status, with about 70 percent of males and
about 50 percent of females remaining single through age 24.
Sweden and Japan have a markedly different pattern, with a
much higher percentage of each sex remaining single. Hungary
and China have the smallest percentages remaining single in this
age group, with more than half of the females married by age 25.
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Figure 50. Percent of Female Population
Never Married, Ages 15-24: 1980-1981
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The Majority of Teenage Women are Single in All Countries, but
the Percent of 20-24 Year-Old Women kemaining Single Varies
by Country

The vast majority of young women ages 15-19 are single in all
countries studied (ranging from 86 percent in Hungary to 99
percent in Sweden and Japan). But the proportion of women
ages 20-24 who have never married ranges from 31 percent in
Hungary to 78 percent in Japan and 85 percent in Sweden (figure
50).
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Figure 51. Percent of independent
Youth, Ages 15 to 24, Living Alone:

Circa 1980
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Study, Working Paper 29.

Thirty to Sixty Percent of Independent 1 °nth Live Alone

A study of living arrangements of young adults who have set up
households independent of their parents in five developed
countries concluded that youth ili West -Germany' were more
likely to live alone among the countries sampled (see figure 51).
The study also found that single males are more likely than single
females to live: alone. Further, these independent young adults
are more likely to live with someone or to marry as they get
older (Short and Garner, 1989).
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Figure 52. Median Age at Marriage:
Circa 1981
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Persons in North America and Australia Tend to Marry Younger
Than Those in Europe or Japan

Half of all males marrying do so by the time they reach age 25
in the United States, Australia, Canada, and Israel (figure 52).
In West Germany and Japan, on the other hand, the median age
at marriage for men is 3 full years higher. The median age at
marriage for women ranges from 18 years in India to 25 years
in Japan, with the United States median at 23.
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Figure 53. Median Age of Mother
at First Birth: Selected Years,

1980 to 1985
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First-Time Mothers 'km Younger, on Average, in the United
.states Compared to Most Developed Countries Studied

The median age at first birth is 23 years in the United States
compared with about 25 years in most developed countri's
studied (figure 53). In Hungary and Mexico, the average age of
first-time mothers is 22 years.
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Figure 54. Fertility Rates for Women,
Ages 20 to 24: Selected Years,

1980 to 1985
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Fertility Is Higher Among 20-24 Year-Old Women in the United
States Than Other Western Countries

The United States' rate of 107 births per 1,000 women ages 20-
24 years is exceeded only by rates in the Soviet Union, Hungary
and the developing countries studied. Among the countries
studied, Japan, Sweden; and West Germany have the lowest
fertility rates in this age group (figure 54).
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Figure 55. Percent of Total Births to
Unmarried Women: 1960 to 1986
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Births to Unmarried Women Have Increased Steadily Since 1960
in All Countries Studied

The largest increases in births to unmarried admen were in
Sweden from 11 percent in 1960 to 48 r,zicent in 1986, and
the United States from 5 percent to 23 percent of all births
over the same period (figure 55). The trends in the United
Kingdom and France were almost identical from 5 and 6
percent .:4 births in 1960 up to 21 and 22 percent, respectively.
Births to unmarried women in Italy and West Germany have
increased only slightly and have remained a small percentage of
all births.

The high proportion of women in Sweden 'iving birth out of
wedlock is directly related to the widespread custom of
cohabitation among Swedes, particulak or in the ages of
childbearing. In 1980, 68 percent of 26-24 year-old unmarried
Swedish women were living in consensual unions, as were 35
percent of those ages 25 29 (Popenoe, 1988). Cohabiting Swedes
are typically in a relationship with many of the legal rights and
obligations of a marriage, including the requirement to pay child
support (Statistics Sweden, 1989). Consensual unions are also
becoming more prevalent in the United Kingdom, France, and the
United States, though the amount of nonmarital cohabitation in
the United States is relatively small (U.K. Central Statistical
Office, 1989b; France Institut National de la Statistique et des
Etudes Economiques, 1988; U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1988a).
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Figure 56. Fertility Rates for Women,
Ages 15 to 19: Selected Years,

1980 to 1985

Rates per 1,000 varrnen
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Sautut, Table 29.

Hungary and the United States Have the Highest Teenage
Fertility Among the Industrialized Countries

There were 52 births per 1,100 women aged 15-19 years in
Hungary in 1985 and 51 births per 1,000 women aged 15-19 in
the United States in 1984 (figure 56). These rates were more
than twice the rate in all other western developed countries
except the United Kingdom (at 29.5 per 1,000). Two of the
developing countries studied, India and Mexico, had higher
teenage fertility rates. The teenage fertility rate in the Soviet
Union (44) was close to the rate in the United States. Japan had
the lowest rate at 4 births per thousand, followed by West
Germany and Sweden at 9 and 11 births per 1,000, respectively.
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Figure 57. Teenage Pregnancy Rates:
Circa 1933

Rate per 1,000 women ages 15-19

U.S. HUN U.K. NOR CAN SWE JPN
1982 1984 1982 1984 1983 1983 1933

Notes Pregnancies calculated as the sum of live births and abortions,
and exclude miscarriages.

Source. Table 31.

One Out of Every Ten Women Aged 15-19 Becomes Pregnant
Each Year in the United States

The teenage pregnancy rate was 98 per 1,000 women aged 15-19
years in the United States in 1982. Hungary ranks second in
teenage pi,gnancies, with a rate of 80 per 1,000 in 1984. The
lowest rate aff.lng the countries studied is in Japan, where there
were only 10 pregnancies per 1,000 women in this age group.
Teenage pregnancy rates in the remaining countries si adied
ranged from 29 in Sweden to 45 in the United Kingdom (figure
57).
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GLOSSARY

Age-specific fertility rate. The number of live births during a
year per 1,000 women in a specific age group (based on midyear
population,.

Birth rate. Mt- average annual number of births during a year
per 1,000 population at midyear. Also known as crude birth rate.

Child dependency ratio. The number of persons ages 0 to 14
years per 10G persons ages 15 to 64 years.

Death rate. The average annual number of deaths during a year
per 1,000 population at midyear. Also known as crude death
rate.

Disposable income. Post tax and transfer income. It includes all
forms of cash income (earnings, property income, and all cash
transfers) and subtracts income and payroll taxes. Adjusted
disposable income adjusts for family size.

Economically active population. Comprises all persons who
furnish the supply of labor for the production of economic goods
and services during a specified time-reference period. Included
are all persons who are either employed or unemployed.

Gross national product (GNP). The market value of the output
of goods and services produced by a nation's economy.

Growth rate. The average annual percent change in the
population, resulting from a surplus (or deficit) of births over
deaths and the balance of migrants entering and leaving a
country. The rate may be positive or negative. Also known as
pop.lation growth rate or average annual rate of growth.

Household. Generally, a person or group of persons who occupy
a dwelling or housing unit. Households may include related or
unrelated individuals. The definition of household may differ
across countries. For example, it may include requirements
relating to access to the housing unit and/or to the sharing of
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meals or cooking facilities. Persons living in group quarters are
generally excluded.

Infant mortality rate. The number of deaths of infants under 1
year of age in a given year per 1,000 live births occurring in the
same year.

Life expectancy at birth. The average number of years to be lived
by a group of people born in the same year ii: mortality ^* each
age remains consiant in the future.

Median age. The age which divides a population into two
numerically equal groups; that is, half the people are younger
than this age and half are older.

Median age at first birth. The age which divides the number of
women having births in a year into twL numerically equal groups;
that is, 50 percent of mothers in a year are younger than this age
and 50 percent are older.

Poverty rate. As used in this report, the per- le of people
who have adjusted disposable income below the. Jnited States
poverty line converted into national currencies using the
purchasing power parities developed by the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

Productive ages. A term frequently used in relation to the
calculation of dependency ratios (see child dependency ratio).
Generally, the productive ages are defined as persons ages 15 to
64 years.

Projections. Data on population, vital rates and other
demographic measures derived for future years based on statistics
from population censuses, vital registration systems, administrative
records, or sample surveys pertaining to the recent past, and on
assumptions about future trends. These projections are made
using the component method, which estimates or projects
population using the separate components c ' population change
(fertility, mortality, and migration). This method may be used L
derive the total population or population by specific
characteristics, such as age and sex.
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Total fertility rate. The average number of live births a woman
would have if she were to pass through her childbearing years
conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year.

Vital rates. Birth rates and death rates.
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TABLE 1.-TOTAL, CHILD, AND YOUTH POPULATION, BY REGION AND SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1990, 2000, AND 2010

(Numbers m Whom)

Regal ma country

Number PetceM

Total. al ages Cteldren. ages 0 to 14 yeas Youth, ages 15 to 24 r.sts dicta % ages 0 to 14 rats Youth. ages 15 to 24 yens

1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010 1990 2000 2010

World 5,332 6290 7,253 1,733 1,965 2,073 1,023 1,080 1,267 32.5 31.2 28 6 19.2 17.2 17.5

Developmg 4,121 5,020 5,938 1,472 1,707 1,822 844 906 1,092 35.7 34.0 30.7 20.5 18.0 18.4
Developed 1,211 1,270 1,315 261 258 251 179 174 174 21.5 20.3 19.1 14.8 13.7 13.3

Afnca 66! 890 1,177 296 391 491 127 173 235 44.7 43.9 41.7 19.2 19.5 20.0
Asia 3,128 3,712 4,255 1,035 1,163 1,174 643 644 758 33.1 31.3 27.6 206 17.3 17.8
Europe 499 510 513 98 96 90 74 66 64 19.6 18.8 17.5 14.9 12.9 12.5
Latin America 450 540 630 162 172 178 91 104 112 36.0 31.9 28.3 20.3 19.2 17.8
North America 277 296 312 60 60 57 40 40 42 21.5 20.2 18.2 14.5 13 5 13.5
Oceania 26 29 32 7 7 8 4 4 5 26.4 25.3 23.6 17.3 15.4 15.3

Soviet Union. 291 312 334 76 75 76 42 49 50 26 0 24.1 22.8 14.5 15.7 15.1

Australia 17 18 20 4 4 4 3 3 3 22.3 21.5 19.9 16.2 13.8 13.8
Canada 27 28 29 6 5 5 4 4 4 20.9 19.0 16 6 14.4 13.2 12.8
China 1,130 1,292 1,398 305 346 298 250 188 234 27.0 26.8 21.3 22.1 14.6 16.8
Federal Republic of Germany 61 61 59 9 10 9 8 6 7 14.9 16.3 14.9 13.6 9.8 11.2
France 56 58 58 11 11 10 9 7 7 20.0 18 9 17.0 15.1 12.9 12.7

Hungary 11 10 10 2 2 2 1 1 1 201 18.9 19.3 14.2 14.2 12.2
India 850 1,013 1,166 308 332 333 172 193 217 36.3 32.8 28.6 20.2 19.0 186
Israel 4 5 6 1 1 2 1 1 1 31.0 28.6 27.1 17.5 17.5 16.2
Hey 58 58 58 10 10 10 9 7 6 16.9 16.9 16 4 15.6 11.4 11.1

Japan 124 129 133 23 22 24 19 16 14 18 5 17.3 17.8 15 3 12.3 10.8

Mexico.. 88 109 131 34 38 41 20 21 24 38.4 34.? 31.0 22.2 19.4 18 6
Moray 4 4 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 18.5 183 168 15.4 12.1 12.2
Sweden 8 8 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 17.3 17.2 15.9 13.5 115 11.8
United Wean 57 58 57 11 11 10 8 7 7 18 8 18 8 16.6 14.8 12.1 13.e
United States 250 268 282 54 55 52 36 36 38 21.6 20 3 18.4 14.5 13.5 13.6

Source US. Boon el the Census. Curter la Intertubonal Research. Internatmaal DaU Base
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TABLE 2.-MEDIAN AGE, BY REGION AND SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1990, 2000, AND 2010

(l Pm)

Al& asf ccorty 1990 2000 2010

World 24.1 26 0 27.6

Africa 17.5 17.9 18 9
Asia 23.2 25 8 28.0Europe_ 35.1 37.5 40.3
Latin America 21.8 24.4 27.3
North Ansrica 33.0 36.4 38.9
Ocean 28.9 31.0 32.9
Soviet Union 30.9 32.5 33.2

32.1 34.6 37.0
Canada. 33 2 37.3 40 8
China 25.5 29.6 34.0
Federal Rep* of Germany_ 38 6 41.1 44.9
France 34 8 37.4 40.2

Hungary 36 4 37.3 37.9
Inds 21.7 24.0 26.7
Israel 26 0 27.4 29.3
Italy 36.7 39.0 42.4
Japan 37.3 39.6 41.5

Mexico 19.9 22.7 25.3
Norway 36.7 38.1 41.1
Sweden a..,.0 40.6 42.9
United IGngdorn 35.7 37 8 41.0
United States 33 0 36 3 38.6

Source: US. Berelo of the toms, cater for latembonal Reamed% laternetcall Date Base.

TABLE 3.-CHILD DEPENDENCY RATIO, BY REGION AND SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1990, 2000, AND

2010

Reg= end wintry 1990 2000 2010

World

Africa

Asia

Europe

52.8

85.4

53 2

29.4

50.3

82 8

49 7

28 3

44.5

75.6

41.8

26.3
Latin America 60.5 50.9 43.3
North America 32.6 30.2 26 7
Oceania 41.0 39.0 35.6
Soviet Union 40.4 37.5 34.9

Australia 33.5 32.2 29.5
Canada 30.9 27.9 24.3
Etta 40.1 40.4 30.3
Federal Repubfic of Germany_ 21.5 24.4 23.1
France 30.3 28 8 25.5

Hungary 30 2 28.1 29.1
lea 60 2 52.0 43.0
Israel 51.9 45.9 42.2
Italy 24.7 25 5 25.1
Japan 26 6 26.1 28.5

Mexico 66.8 57.9 48.9
may 28.5 27.6 25.0
Sweden 26.1 26.3 24.1
United Kingdom 28 7 28.7 24.7
United Stags._ 32 8 30.5 27.0

Not OM *cadency tato defined as Mb!: of ;ems ates 0 to 14 Ye= re 100 cerSCIU ate IS to 64 Mrs.SuetU Borne of the Cows, Center latematoul Rama, Went:tonal Date Oen.
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TABLE 6.-LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH, BY REGION AND SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1990, 2000, AND

2010

RI yen)

Reece all conetri 1990 2000 2010

World 62.3 65.3 68.1 I;

Africa 53.5 57.8 61.7
4.

Asia 62.4 652 68.9
Europe 74.6 75.9 76.9
Latin America.........._ ....._......... 67.7 70.9 73.6........ _.. _......

North kneri2 75.7 76.9 785
Oceania 69.6 71.2 72.7
Soviet Uaka 69.5 732 75.9

.,

76.4 77.1 77.8 _

Canada 77.2 79.3 80.2
China 69.6 72.7 742
Federal ftcco:5c of Germany 76.1 77.2 78.1
Frame 160 77.3 78.2

HungalY 69.1 71.1 72.7
bfra 57.8 62.1 65.8
Israel 76.9 78.0 78.6
It 76.9 78.0 792
*en 78.7 79.8 80.4 ..

Nab 70.4 732 76.1
Norway 77.0 78.5 79.5
Sweden 77.5 78.6 79.4
United rangdcrn 75 4 76.9 78.1
Need States 75.6 76 7 77.5

Sam US. Saw el the Ce=s. Ceuta Ice Mara:coat Rauch. btermeor41 Data Elm
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TABLE 7.-HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN AS PERCENT OF ALL HOUSEHOLDS ARO FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN, SELECTED COUNTRIES:

SELECTED YEARS, 1982 10 1988

pluaters m Dotard& fives may not add to totals be to roundest

Oxetry Year

Fray World& an* chtirrm Percent of al homeleds Percent ad talenhceseticits with

Total bzukds
Total Maned Smile-pared

bine',
boreheids nth

Oaten

Named lethNem =weiti Marred Single-parent

1982 5,214 1,770 1,569 201 33.9 30.1 3.9 886 11.4

Canada 1986 8,992 3,406 2,903 503 37.9 32.3 56 85.2 14.8

Federal Repubk at &many.. 1988 27,403 6,918 5,984 934 25.2 21.8 3.4 86 5 13.5 w4

France

JaPan-----
1988

1985

20,853

37,980

7,070

15,836

6,301

14,896

769

940
33.9
41.7

30.2
39.2

3.7
2.5

89.1
94.1

109
5.9

0
on

Soden._ 1985 3,670 1,051 873 178 28.6 23.8 4.9 83.1 16.9

United ringdcm. 1987 NA NA NA NA 32.n 28.0 4.0 87.3 12.7

United States 1988 91,066 31,920 24,601 7,319 35.1 27.0 8.0 77.1 22.9

Mats Dd weak.
Kok Chen r deked as ceder 113 rars cid nth the afetsm mph= Ambits exAcks al charm text IS ma d totter goings ages 15 to 20 yen The Wed ICINdsm Oaks a/ shift orme 16 and bib= sherds ages 16

and 17 rex data refs coy to Drat Um (tab* Wham Ireland), and re based on a leselxii survey that has rot teen itated to mew rms.
The &Mitres at hametelds, den pi the treatment of =wet cohabiting coupes may Ma Jams ccantries as caparisons shotd to node Inth canbca lienseikids may Mdate rearm a unrelated mint*, A smal prophet) d

other kmehtk1 types may tartan aim lionebolds at warned catiatotsie capes may be classified as Wee-parent house:tits. rammed ceeple bausetelds, a "other 'Mids.&petting on responses fa sums, as all meet= meet Canada.

Swede)), ard frame *In Mey ma apkilly added coder seamed comes. mgie.parteit mtgamies Wing in Meet haunted art ettioded from the data on wile-parent tordelds.

Scum Austria' Bow d Stabstet, 1984, Seel In6catas No 4, table 2.26, Wm, Statistics Canada, 1989:, Unpublished tabalabons, Ottatte France Went Datong de b Statestxpeet des Etudes actercitnes, 1982. freuete mx Ten.,;1

ate 1988, Resoltats &Wes. Pant Germany, Federal Repttic at, Stabstaches Bundesamt 1988. Stabstxtes Jaintooch 1988.1989, Urptifested beam Wesbadert Japan Beau of Staters, 1989, Japan Statsbal Yearbook 1989, T*o Statistics
Sweden, 1988. Stermal Abstract at Sweden 1989, Stormer% (tented P1'01 Central Statistical Office, 1989b. General lirmseteat Scrag 1987, 1989c, Social trends No 19, Leo* ant U.S Samoan of the Ce19.4, 1989, liotneW mad Fan*

Charxteriga March Ha Current Prmutetce Rept, Series P-20 No 437. Wastingten, DC.
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TABLE 8.-PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN IN SINGLE-PARENT FAMLIES, SELECTED COUNTRIES:

1960 TO 1986

Dainty 1960 1970 1915 1980 1983-86

grade NA NA , 10 5 12.8 NA

Nona/ NA NA 81 10.9 13.9
Sweden 7.8 12.0 11.4 13.5 NA
United Frigken NA 80 10.0 12.0 14.0
United States._ 9.1 11.9 NA 19.7 23 4

NA-Data not sob*.

Pk* AI dote fcc tla Med 1Cmgdom refer to Qoat 8ctata 1983-86 Ma for to Uated Kingdom refer to 1485, to 19831* Bonny, and to
19851* to hated Wes. Oaten are Wald as felon Cara-* 0 to 24 ymrs; ticarag-inigr ege 20; sweeen-1S yeas agg Loser fx
1960. 1970, aid 1975, and 15 yaws eat alder fa 1980; Carted Kfttm--encia age 16* aged 16-18 aid r futbm educaticm UMW
Stairs-Wes age IL

Sure lads. Christopher aid Barbara Bogie Teter. 1988; "Magi Income aid Rowdy: Trends in Soar Wallace AMOR( Cbldren aid the
Eldah Sae 1960; is Palmer, kis L. Timothy bro4. aid Bartin Bolt Tang As.). The Vulnerable, Wastaigton. DC.. figure 101. p. 251.

TABLE 9.-PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN, SELECTED COUNTRIES:

CIRCA 1980

households tat Olio

C031try Yea 110 Cbate31
(percent) 1 dali

(Mara)
2 children

(Pertal)

3 or wedidrm
(perce2t)

Canada 1981 57.5 160 165 9.9
Federal Repubrae of Gemtazi 1981 57.1 20.4 16 6 5.9
t..~4 1979 408 150 21.2 23.1
%nay 1979 566 15.6 160 11.8

1981 52.6 21.4 18.7 7.4
Waled Engdcm 1979 61.1 14.1 16 6 82
United States 1979 60.5 15.8 140 9.6

Nett The percentages shown are based on sample data tens the lusemNag Imam Study. The sample has not been related to nattoal levels

Sant US. Bureau at the Cams. Center fa Interne:coal Research. 'lad Data Base.

100



TABLE 10.-MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RATES, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1986

Canby
Mange rates (per
1,000 negation)

Dmxce farlr
10°

women)

Canada.. 6.9 12.9

Federal Republic of &smarty.. 6.1 8.3

France_ 4.8 8.5

UalY 5.2 1.1

Ja Pan 5.9 5.4

Sweden . 4.6 117

Urited kngdom 6.9 12.9

Oited States 9.9 21.2

!kit The &ace rate for Faze, West Camay, Itaty, and the traded Ragan is mated as per 1,000 existing manages.

Scat US. flatbal Wits b Health Vitae:, 1989. ?dance Recut at final Dime Statatics, 1986. Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vot 33,
Na 2, Sigokrnert Japan Bur= of SbL 1989, Japan Statistical Yearbook 1989, Tokyo Statistics Con a% 19874. litaniar and Dimas,
VAS Statistics 1986, Vol. It, Mot Statistics Soden, 1987, Statistical Abstract of Sweden 1988. Stodrift and Statistical Office of the
Erman Commodes, 1983, Derrograyfic Statistics, tinsatcurg.

TABLE 11.-RATIO OF ADJUSTED DISPOSABLE INCOME TO NATIONAL MEAN FOR FAMILIES WITH

CHILDREN, BY AGE OF FAMILY HEAD, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1980

Country Year

Ferries with abet age of laxly head

Total
24 was 25to34

YealS

35to44
Wws

45 to54
Yews

55to64
Yews

1981 .68 .80 .89 1.07 1.05 .90

Canada 1981 .65 .84 .93 1.02 .96 .91

Federal Republic el Germany. 1981 .62 .79 .89 .86 .96 .86

Lorway 1979 .80 .93 .99 1.03 1.15 .99

Sweden . 1981 .91 .98 1.01 1.09 1.01 1.01

1979 .80 .87 .95 1.10 1.14 .95

United States. 1979 .62 .82 .93 1.02 .94 .90

&feral mean 71 .85 .94 1.02 1.05 .93

Nett Mead disposable of is psst tax and trznsfer inxere It erkdes al has of rash MOW (earrings, ;mat/ hum, and al cash
transfers indufmg the value of fad stamps el the UMW States ad Bowan abeam in the ed Kanft and Snyden) and it attracts
Mace and payrol Sues. It is *bled kg an* size. The 'about mean admaled keno orals i 00 for each country. Familes with children are
time that WA at least one chid under age 18.

Soma Sneering, %caw, Barbara Boyle Tansy ad Martin Rem, 198 7patterns of Income art Pmtly The Ex Stem of Oaken and
the E d n e y i n r e C o u n t r i e s , " or P a l m e r , A t n 1, T i n s W A Y W e e % and M i n Be al e Tansy WO. The N i m b l e , W a s h : V a l , DC.. f a de 5 I
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TABLE 12.INDICATORS OF THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF CHILDREN, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1980

7."

Tarnir.,1 of pox fades with Coarnment traders to famies Penny nit tor tangles with Percent of
children (before tans and with ctiVen (before times and Poverty rate fa chniren duldren pretax and

transfers) as percentage of US. traders) is 1979 US. dons: transfer pxrCanty Year pug fine (tricusands) who nave
M tanks Single parent AI faults Single parent transfers

Ail Urges Smgle parent Means tested &dal
AI hales

Australia 1981 21 11 ..'17 369 16.9 65 0 15 0 61.4 99
,Canada 1981 36 16 1,383 1,498 9.6 38 7 8 6 35.3 99
Federal Repubric of Germany 1981 45 15 328 2,726 8.2 35.1 6.9 31.9 100Sweden_ 1981 48 39 2,357 4,028 5.1 8 6 4 4 7.5 100
United Kingdom 1979 48 17 1,239 1,971 10.7 38.6 8.5 3C 8 99

." United States .. 1979 33 21 1,660 692 17.1 51.0 138 42.9 73

Me Panty is defend as the percentage of people who have adiamted elsposable Mame bean the US. poverty (65,763 Pr a far*, of 3 m 1979) converted into rubmal comma ashy the purchatig power panties developed ty theorpnizatim nornic

the
and Dev*pW. (00) dernmon *doe dsprable income include 3i1 !orms d ash name wrongs, voyeur mcgme. cash trensiers atlimIng Om Yekle of lad statics in the UnitedStates and Wing *waxes the United Kingdom and Stades) and rt sttAnds mace and carol Wes. This Minden tatters sIgMfy from the defaben of mace used al the official Unted States cakedatal of warty rates. In 1979, the US.

,1311211 Of the Census feasted that 160 percent of United States children were in braes wel tatome below the poverty Int

Soot The aura of Me estimates of arniegs, government transfers, and poverty rates Is the Wanton Income Study (US) The US and the speafic estimates presented here are discussed a a number of pubboatras. Weft Timothy and'Barbara Boyle Torrey, 1988, "Pox Men in Rich Courdnes," Saence, Vol 242, November 11, p. 873-877, Smearing, frothy and Barbara Boyle Torrey, 1988, "Poor Children in 15:35 Camtries," paper mosented to the Populace' Amoco:to ofknew. New Orleans, May, tables 6 a-d 8; output 1988, Ihe Afeabon of Pubac Resources to Children" u mhe Oderti h OECD Cou," Pahner, John L, Tiothy Smearing ans Butera Bay* Torrey (eds.). 1988, Ile Vulnerable,Washington. DC., talk 9 5 and 9 6; Teary, Barbara 1989, "Fttic Benefits and Private Pearly." Paper present OECD Walurg March, Tables 5, 6, and 7, ta Timothy, Sotaing, Barbara Boye Torrey, and MartinRein, ISM "Patterns of Income and Poverty: The Sabo d addren and the flderhy Bght Countnes, NI Palmer, Wm L, and Barbara Boyle rem (eds.), The Vulnerable, Washington, DC., table 5 6.
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TABLE 13.-INFANT MORTALITY RATES, BY SEX, SELFCTED COUNTRIES: 1986

Rate per 1.000 births)

Country Both saes Male Female

Australia.._ -_ 8.8 10 0 7.7

Canada 7 9 8 7 7.0

Dina 37.4 38.2 36.7

Federal Rep& of Gxrnany... 8.5 9.6 7.5

France 8.3 9.0 7.0

Hungary 19.0 21.6 16.4

Ina* 98.6 38.2 99.1

Israel.. 11.4 12.3 10 5

Italy 9.9 11.0 8.7

5.2 5 6 4 8

Mexico._...._...._ 45.5 49.7 41.0

Norway. 7.9 8.5 7.3

bid Wan 25.1 4.1 21.9

Sweden 5.9 6.6 5.2

United lcmgeom 9.5 10.9 8.1

United States.. 10.4 11.5 9.1

Not SON Union-Ettbang Wards torn sire after less than 28 weds' gestatze, of less than 1,000 grans Es weight and 35 =teeters in
!mikado tied Whin 7 dap of bilk

Source Wald Health Ceparaten, 1903. World Web ttsbabz kasal, Geneva, Mks 8 and 10. 1981, Woad Hula Stabsb:s Annual, Geneva,
tables 4 and 64 halo ftbtuto Central, 8 Statist ca, I388, Amino Stade° blank Ram, tables 2.29 and 2.33; and Wiled Allem Cordial
Statistical Otte, 1989A Annual Abstract of Statistics, HMO No 125, table 2.21.
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TABLE 14.-INFANT DEATHS, BY AGE AT DEATH AND SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1982

Country and sex

Number Percent

Wog 1 year Under 1 day 1 to 6 drys 7 to 27 drys 28 Flo 5
months

6 to 11
meths Under 1 year Urdu 1 day Ito 6 clays 7 to 27 days 28 days to 5

months
6 to I 1wit

Australia:

Both Seas ......... ..... . 2,482 905 423 281 649 224 100 0 36.5 17.0 113 26.1 9.0
Mak 1,425 524 235 153 384 129 100 0 36 8 16 5 10.7 26.9 9.1
Female 1,057 381 188 128 265 95 100.0 36.0 17.8 12.1 251 90

Canada:

Both sexes 3,385 1,264 609 346 918 248 100.0 37 3 18 0 10 2 '3.1 7.3
Ma% 1,975 731 382 193 533 136 100 0 37.0 19.3 9.8 27.0 6 9
Female 1,410 533 227 153 385 112 100 0 37.8 16.1 10 9 27 3 7.9

Federal Hepatic of Germany:

Both sexes 6,782 1,320 1,680 934 2,029 819 100.0 19.5 24 8 13.8 29.9 12.1

Mak 3,847 715 1,006 497 1,176 453 100 0 186 26.2 12.9 306 11.8
Feo:ale 2,935 605 674 437 853 356 100.0 20.6 23 0 14.9 29.1 12.5

France:

Both sexes 7,542 1,280 1,917 994 2,639 712 100.0 17.0 25 4 13 2 35 0 9 4
Male 4,390 733 1,102 563 1,592 394 100.0 16 8 25.1 12.8 36 3 9.0
Female 3,152 541 815 431 1,047 318 100 0 17.2 25.9 13.7 33 2 10.1

Hungary:

Both sexes 2,676 853 844 371 432 176 100 0 31.9 315 13.9 16.1 6.6
Male 1,544 478 494 229 246 97 100 0 31.0 32.0 14.8 15.9 6.3
Female 1,132 375 350 142 186 79 100 0 331 309 12.5 16.4 7.0

Israel:

Both sexes 1,346 312 339 173 386 136 100.0 23.2 25 2 12.9 28.7 10.1
Male 716 175 188 101 200 52 100.0 24.4 263 14.1 27.9 7.3
Female 630 137 151 72 186 84 100.0 21.7 24.0 11.4 29 5 13 3

Japan.

Both sexes 9,969 2,433 2,634 1,358 2,315 1,229 100.0 24.4 26.4 13.6 23.2 12.3
Male 5,685 1,396 1,550 756 1,292 691 100.0 24.6 27 3 13.3 22.7 12.2
Female 4,284 1,037 1,084 602 1,023 538 100.0 24.2 25 3 14.1 23.9 12.6

Mexico:

Both sexes 78,492 6,554 17,781 11,139 28,635 14,383 100 0 83 22.7 14.2 36.5 183
Male 43,994 3,807 10,456 6,304 15,838 7,589 100.0 8.7 23.8 14.3 36 0 17.3
Female 34,498 2,747 7,325 4,835 12,797 6,794 100.0 8.0 21.2 14.0 37.1 19.7

1. 0 4



TABLE 14.-INFANT DEATHS:BY AGE AT DEATH AND SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1982-Continued

Gantry and sex

Number Percent

Undo 1 year Under 1 dry 1 to days 7 to 27 days 28 days to 5
rads

6 to 11
troths Under 1 yer Under 1 day I to 6 days 7 to 27 days 28 days to 5

maths
6 to 11
months

Nuway:
Both sexes 413 89 104 43 123 54 100.0 21.5 25.2 10.4 29.8 13.1

Male 235 58 54 22 69 32 100.0 24.7 23.0 9.4 29.4 13.6

Female 178 31 50 21 54 22 100.0 17.4 201 11.8 30 3 12.4

SVeden:
Both sexes 635 166 182 81 173 33 100.0 26.1 28.7 12.8 27.2 5.2
Main 341 82 102 41 96 20 100.0 24.0 29.9 12.0 28.2. 5.9

Female 294 84 80 40 77 13 MO 0 28 6 27.2 13.6 26.2 4 4

United Kingdom:

Both sexes 6,775 1,768 1,380 777 2,180 670 100.0 26.1 20.4 11.5 32.2 9.9

Male 3914 1,047 795 431 1,282 359 100.0 26,8 20.3 11.0 32.8 9.2
Female 2,861 721 585 346 898 311 100.0 25 2 20.4 12.1 31.4 10.9

United States:

Both sexes 42,401 16,230 7,476 4,629 10,882 5,184 100.0 38.3 17.6 10 u 25.7 7.5
Male 24,073 9,077 4,266 2,640 6,306 1,784 100.0 37.7 17.7 11,0 26.2 7.4

Female 18,328 7,153 3,210 1,989 4,576 1,400 100.0 39.0 17.5 10.9 25.0 7.6

NOt Canada-la:Wu Canwian resdents tangs* to the Unitta States, but =Wog UMW States resdents tempormrsyFj in gob
Federal Rep* d Germany-Data include the relavant data relating to 13erki, fa witch separate dots have not been
Israel-kiting data la last Somata and brad residents '$) ratan other tardy es under mmaike ty Israel 'litany faces sax June 1967.
Japan-For *woe natxwah In Japan any.
Mexico-Edwin& Want deats ef unknown sex.
Nerway-kduCeng resdents tmorardy cuts* the madly.
United lOngdom-Ficiureng late rept/abed (31 March of Wowing year),

Suet United Naberts, 1987, Dangraphic Yearbook 1985, New York, table 21.
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TABLE 15.-TOTAL AND PEDIATRIC AIDS CASES, AND PEDIATRIC CASES BY TRANSMISSION GROUP,

SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1989

Colby

Metric MCIS Cases

Total
A/DS
c.uss TOM

Mother. Nemo
elald tkix

Trransk-

rectient

01*/
salaam

Percent
Percent peclatrk
pedatric cos
04 total bona.
AIDS lefty y
cues pia

Federal Republic of Germany.... ........... ....

France.

Israel..

It7
Plorway.

Soviet Union.

Sweden

United retticm
United States...

3,497

7,149

85

4,158

119

7

309

2,312

104,210

37

193

1

118

1

1

4

34

1,780

26

154

1

103

1

1

3

22

1,422

4

7

0

7

0

d

1

7

102

7

30

0

5

0

0

0

5

200 5

1.1

2.7

1.2

2.8

.8

14.3

1.3

1.4

1.7

70.3

80.6

100.0

89.6

100.0

100.0

75.0

64.7

82.5

Mak Data * :Sited Stales we Uwe* Aus..4 1989, data fx al other counters so Urn, hat 1989. Part c4 cosiktric AM cases doe
to parestehld truarrissbn bawd on tote elk* cases eadodng trithonts.

Sant U. Caner fix Now Cod*, 19S9, Wigton ties and World WO Orpniutto Oalgasting Conte on MS, 1989,
110S Survelbrce fume Coster Besot I43.22, 30 lot. Paris. Mies 7 41/0 10

TABLE 16.-LEGALLY INDUCED ABORTIONS, BY AGE, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1983

[haters in thousands. Fives may rd aid to totals duets roordng]

Corby Vex

limber horn

Total
15 to 20 to 25 yon

19 yews 24 years and gm Total
1510

19 years
20 to

24 yews
iM yearsoar

Canada. 1983 62 15 21 26 100.0 24.9 33.3 41.8
Federal Republic of German) 1984 86 10 22 54 100.0 11.1 25.4 63.4
France 1981 181 23 47 111 100.0 12.5 26.0 61.5
I ummy 1984 82 9 14 59 100.0 11.3 16.9 71.8
India 1983 493 25 106 300 100.0 5.8 24.6 69.6
Italy......... 1982 231 20 48 162 100.0 8.5 21.1 70.4
Homy. 1984 14 3 4 7 100.0 24.2 26.4 49.4
Sweden 1984 31 5 7 18 100.0 16.9 23.8 59.3
United States 1983 1,575 427 548 599 100.0 27.1 34.8 38.0

Ndc Abortion is defined as so lutwnwbon c4 prepare, bete 28 weeks gestation with a dead fetus. hood abxtees are Sze Initiated try
detente sotto widertaken with the intenbon c4 temenabeg pregnancy; al ether gates we considered as gontareous

Total abortion includes toe b warren with age rot resattd. Percents based on total abxtees exidng won= with age rot rooted. Data
for 15-19 year (ids whale etcetera es warren less than age 15 yeas

Federal Rep* of Germany-lrektdes West Berk

Skated States 1981,108th Edam W OC., table 105.

Seam Wilted Nabors, 1987, Yearbook 1985, New Yak, table 16: and U.S. Brum c4 the Census, 1987. Statutes' Abstract c4 the
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TABLE 17.-VIOLENT DEATHS TO YOUTH AGES 15 TO 24 YEARS, BY CAUSE AND SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1986

Country Year

Total web deaths Total Meat deaths Mott( yells 3o:i!ents Seeode Hcenicde

Both Beth Beth Both
Male Weak Mate Female kale Fmk leak Female Male Festak

sexes was sexes sexes seen

NUMBER

Pasta To 1986 2,398 1,772 626 1,769 1,378 391 1,040 791 219 361 290 71 61 33 28

Canada 1956 3,122 2,577 845 2,609 2,082 527 1,283 993 290 679 570 109 99 62 37

Federal Republic of Germany. 1987 6,163 4,527 1,636 1,233 3,311 922 2,195 1,959 536 1,071 863 211 119 49 70

France 1986 7,212 5,305 1,907 5,016 3,931 1,112 2,911 2,254 660 888 69: 193 91 59 32

Hta 1g3ty 1987 1,095 801 291 718 571 141 219 237 42 212 173 69 17 11 6

1985 5,730 1,325 1,405 3,613 2,971 642 2,231 1,837 397 309 219 60 166 136 30

Israel. 1986 388 268 120 223 !66 57 100 76 24 41 25 16 18 11 1

Japan_. 1987 8,699 6,336 2,363 5,785 1,599 1,186 3,258 2,826 132 1,631 1,065 569 85 17 38

lkxko 1983 22,070 15,651 6,119 13,103 11 13 1,790 3,003 2,183 520 335 255 80 3,171 2,920 251

Nonvay 1986 196 393 103 357 01 63 170 133 37 81 69 12 13 11 2

Stieden. 1986 648 185 163 191 382 109 219 180 39 162 117 45 19 11 5

United lOngdom 1987 5,081 3,737 1,317 3,166 2,565 601 1,641 1,338 303 566 161 105 119 90 29

United States.._..__ 1986 39,929 29,834 10,095 31,082 21,112 6,640 15,038 11,300 3,738 5,120 4,276 811 5,152 1,271 1,181

PERCENT

................ 1986 100.0 73.9 26.1 73.8 57.5 16.3 13.1 33.0 10.1 15.1 12.1 3 0 2.5 1.1 1.2

1986 100.0 75.3 21.7 76.2 60.8 15.1 37.5 29.0 8.5 19.8 16.7 3.2 2.9 1.8 1.1

'Federal Rep* of Germany 1987 100.0 73.5 26.5 68.7 53.7 15.0 10.5 31.8 8.7 17.1 14.0 3.4 1.9 .8 1.1

France 1986 100.0 73.6 26.4 70 0 51.5 15.1 40.1 31.3 9.2 12.3 9.6 2.7 1.3 .8 .1

Hungary_..._.._..__._ 1987 100.0 73.2 268 65.6 52.1 13.2 25.5 21.6 3.8 22.1 15.8 6.3 1.6 1.0 .5

1985 100.0 75.5 21.5 63.1 51.8 11.2 390 32.1 6.9 5.1 1.3 1.0 2.9 2.1 .5

1986 100 0 69.1 30.9 57.5 12.8 11.7 25.8 19 6 6 2 10.6 6.1 1.1 16 3.6 1.0

Japan 1987 100.0 72.8 27.2 66.5 52.9 13.6 37.5 32.5 5.0 18.8 12.2 6.5 1.0 .5 .1

Mexico 1983 100 0 70.9 29.1 59.1 51.3 8.1 13 6 11.3 2.1 1.5 1.2 .1 HA 13.2 1.1

Mareray... 1986 100.0 79.2 20.8 72.0 59 3 12.7 31.3 26.8 7.5 16.3 13.9 2.1 2.6 2.2 .1

Sweden 1986 100.0 71.8 25.2 75.8 59.0 16.8 33.8 27.8 6.0 25 0 18.1 6.9 2.9 2.2 .8

United Kingdom 1987 100.0 73.5 26.5 62.3 50.5 11.8 32.3 26.3 6 0 11.1 9.1 2.1 2.3 1.8 .6

United vtates 1986 100.0 71.7 25.3 77.8 61.2 16.6 37.7 28.3 9.1 12.8 10.7 2.1 13.7 10.7 3.0

dote: Taal viAant deaths W.* sealants et a Iwo. sicide, bwocde, ski deaths clandai as other Wcient deaths.

Scum World Health Orgarlutck. 1938, 1908 WAS Heats Slat:sties Aral. Gera, table 10
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TABLE 18.-SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, AND MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT DEATH RATES FOR YOUTH, AGES

15 TO 24 YEARS, BY SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1986

(Rates pei 100.000 papubta)

stole ran*

Cocritry Year
Saki*

Mria
Harakide wade

accidents
Sukide

Mott
Hanicrie vehicle

=dents

Austrai 1986 28.3 3.4 57.3 6.3 2.5 18.9

Canada 1986 269 2.5 46.9 5.3 .5 14.1

Federal Rep* 1981 17.6 2.0 39.9 4.5 .1 11.5

1986 16.0 4.1 51.9 4.6 39 15.6

HAM 1987 24.3 .6 33.3 10 3 .1 6.3
1986 66 40 20.2 4.5 1.1 68

Italy 1985 52 1.1 38 7 13 .2 8.6
Ivan 1981 11.6 1.6 30 8 6.5 .6 4.9

1983 3.4 39.3 33.4 1.1 34.0 1.1

Noway 1986 20.5 3.3 39.6 3.8 .6 11.6
Sale' Union. 1986 NA NA 25.6 NA HA 5.8
Sweden 1986 19.5 2.3 30.0 7.9 .9 68
United MO= 1987 9.9 1.9 28.6 2.3 .6 6.8
United States. 1986 21.1 21.7 57.3 4.4 61 19.4

NA-Cat., not syllabic

Suet Wahl Hall Orgariaton, 1903, Wald Isrrith Stristris MLA 1988. Geneva. We 10.

TABLE 19.-FOOD SUPPLY INDICATORS, BY REOUN AND SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1g83-85

Re& and wintry Wks Protei3 Fri (gams)(a.enteo (poo)

world 2.666 682 64.2 454

Attta 2.218 56.4 45.6 380
Asia 2,431 58.7 409 315
Europe 3,390 97.6 136.7 895
Latin America 2,700 68.0 66.4 481

North America 3,632 103.4 166.1 859
(amnia. 3,133 87.3 120.3 896
Soviet Union. 3.4C3 nit :, 99.2 725

Austraia... 3,343 96.4 137.3 1.003

Canada 3,443 94.2 135.7 858
China 2,554 602 38.0 222
Federal Rena& el Germany 3.475 92.8 155.1 865
Franc* 3,337 106 6 143.5 1.084

Hungary. 3.522 951 140.0 692
Ind* 2,161 52.3 35.7 408
Israel. 3,049 101.5 109.6 854
Italy......_.... 3.486 104 7 140 4 947

Wan 2.804 85.6 81.3 502

3.147 81.3 88.7 534
Many 3,203 95.7 139.5 !,114
Sweden 3.053 92.7 131.9 1.196
United 10ngdorn 3,1 85.5 140.4 852

3.652 104.4 167.2 860

Note The goofed 01 food aribtle :date to the drintitris cl kW mart the orrikenee but at Nara* to the masts d kal acts*
canoed. witch may be taw than the pan* 0On, decade% on the mOnO ci tosses ci Win lad as rutrents In the tome holl. gate-
writs or wadies lei to danestri awn* aid pets, cc throne away The fry= tram do act gne any Mat= d the Mamas that ray
esisto tte dets ci Merest rcpt.latto rms et Meant sr e coups. about noes add teetrritcal areas otho a aunty. ea
do toy awde Iriacritrio co swami sinatas tTo trial food SuPptry. They reaehent WY be mate MO foe Ito CCalt01 as 3 TA*
sal do rot isticale what is actniii criostrad try lectotals.

Scum Writ Moro Fad Ind Agrririttre Orgarrizhisc 1981, 1996 FAO Products Yuri**. Ram Yci. 40. tables 106-109.
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TABLE 20.-PHYSICIANS AND PHYSICIANS PER 10,000 POPULATION, SELECTED COUNTRIES:

SELECTED YEARS, 1981 to 1986

Carty Yez Physicians
Rate per
10.0M

populaban

Australia. 1986 36,610 22.9
Csnada 1984 48,860 19.6
China.:..__ 1986 926,603 9.1
Federal Republic of Germany 1984 153,895 25.6
France. 1986 173,116 31.9
Hungary 1985 34,758 31.9
India. 1984 297,228 3.9
Israel 1983 11,895 29.0
Italy._._._.._ 1986 245,116 42.4
Japan 1984 181,101 15.1
Norway. 1984 9,176 22.2
Sweden.. 1985 21,536 26.4
Soviet Union ,..... 1985 1,170,000 42.1
United kingdom 1981 92,172 16.4
United States 1984 501,200 21.4

Nate Data for Clan ireltek dodos of tratterat Chinese rukkine. Data to Hungary at the Sere Unen edge dentists.

Source World Health Orgy:Mak 1988, 1988 Wet Hea Nb Statisbcs Annual, Geneve, tables 1-6

TABLE 21.-TOTAL EDUCATION EXPENDITURE AS A PERCENT OF GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT AND AS

A PERCENT OF TOTAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1970 to 1985

Court
ageatture on educatiai as percent of

GNP
Digaten Koltun 33 percent of total

government 0141nnare

1970 1975 1980 1983 1984 1985 1970 1975 1980 1983 1984 1985

Australia 4.2 6.0 5.6 5 8 5.7 5 6 13.3 14.8 14.8 13.6 13.2 12.8
Cenada 8.9 7.6 7.4 7.7 7.2 7.0 24.1 17.8 17.3 NA 15.2 12.7
China NA 1.8 2.5 2.7 2.6 2.7 NA 4.2 6.1 8.1 NA NA

Federal Republic of Germany 3.5 5.1 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.6 9.2 10.7 10.1 9.5 9.2 9.2
4.9 5.2 5.1 6.0 6.1 NA NA NA NA 18.5 NA NA

Hungary. HA 4.1 4.7 5 8 5.4 5.4 9.6 4.2 5.2 6.6 6 4 6.4
India. 2.8 2.8 3 0 3.4 3.7 3.6 10.7 8.6 10 0 9.2 9.0 9.4
Israel 5.5 6.7 8.0 8.1 10.2 NA 8.1 7.6 7.3 9.2 9.2 NA
Italy 4.0 3.9 NA 48 4.0 4.0 11.9 9.4 NA 9.6 98 9.1
JAW.. 3.9 5.5 5.8 5.6 5.2 5.1 20.4 22.4 19.6 187 18.1 17.9
Mexico 2.4 3.8 3.0 2.8 2.6 2.6 8.5 11.9 16.7 6.4 NA 16.2
Norway_.._ 6.0 7.1 7.2 7.0 6 7 6.5 15 5 14.7 13.8 12 9 12.8 13.6
Soviet Union 6 8 7.6 7.3 6.8 6.8 7.0 12.8 12.9 11.2 10.2 10.2 NA
Sweden . 7.7 7.1 9.1 8.4 8.0 7.7 NA 13.4 14.1 12.5 12.2 12.6
United kingdom 5.3 6.7 5.6 5.3 5.2 NA 14.1 14.3 13.9 11.5 11.3 NA
United States 6.5 6.3 6.8 6.7 NA NA 19.4 18.1 NA NA NA NA

Pie-Data ml rabble.

Note Fray-Iktrouoitan Frame
flay -Data for 1984 and 1985 refit to extendbxe IN the ktrisby of Cda:abon onk.
Mexico-Data for 1980 and 1913 to 1985 refer to experxittve by the skis* of Carsten (central government) a*.
Sort uni:e-Egenctiture on education is ottulated as percentage of net material void

SCUM United Nations Ideational, Week and DAMN Organization, 1985, Stabsbcal Yearbook 1985, Pans, tabs 41, 1986, Stabstical
Yearbook 1986. Paris, tat* 4.1; and 1988. Statistical Yearbook 1988. Pan table 4.1.



TABLE 22.-NUMBER OF PUPILS PER TEACHER AT THE FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD LEVELS OF SCHOOUNG, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1970 TO 1985

First kvel Sword led NI kW

1910 1975 1980 1983 1984 1985 1910 1915 1980 1983 1984 1985 1910 1915 1980 1583 1984 1985

Australia 28 23 21 NA 17 18 NA 15 13 NA 12 12 NA 14 15 17 16 16

23 20 NA 18 17 17 NA 18 NA 18 NA NA NA NA 17 20 21 22

China 33 29 27 25 25 25 22 21 18 16 17 17 NA 3 5 4 5 5

Federal Repubfic of Germany 26 24 18 17 17 17 12 NA 14 14 13 13 NA 7 7 NA 8 NA

23 19 19 21 21 17 16 15 20 17 17 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

HunPtY 18 16 15 15 15 15 21 16 NA NA NA NA 8 9 7 7 7 7

, f Info 41 42 43 42 42 NA 21 NA NA NA NA NA NA 20 NA NA NA NA

:, brad 17 15 14 14 14 15 10 NA 6 6 6 7 6 NA NA NA NA NA
.,:- Hair 22 19 16 14 14 NA 12 11 10 10 10 NA NA NA NA 23 24 NA

26 26 25 25 24 24 18 17 17 17 18 18 12 12 11 10 10 10

MerA. 46 45 39 36 35 34 14 17 18 18 17 17 NA 12 12 11 NA 11

20 8 8 8 7 7 10 NA NA NA NA NA 10 10 10 9 11 10

Soviet Union 17 17 17 17 17 17 NA NA NA NA NA NA 11 15 14 NA 14 14 ti
20 20 NA 16 NA NA 10 9 NA 12 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 0.

; =United rand= NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 13 13 NA

United Stales 24 23 22 21 21 21 19 14 14 13 13 13 15 17 31 18 17 18

NAData not arab*.

Note Australa-1$9 levet Data fa 1910 and the figures on Nadas siom 1915 iclude pee-prowy dames, special eizatio %waded correspondence osursee Thad led WA/ part.tme teem
Canadafist led Begin* 1915 data refer to vades pent* to grades 1-1110. For 1983 Mu on teachers nd. 'zabso preceding the fast led Third led Data on otsOests at "other thrd level lostrIxos" si Is/0 and 1980

$9 as lembil staff for die yews ard for al irdithbou refer to fulltimecny.
ChisaTfird leak Data refer to folLtme eckcatko cep
Fgral Roo* at CernmayFrst lent aid tb:ord levd 3egistirg 1983 true to a nee rated at estmotieo, data are ost colon* with those at previousyears
FnmeFast led The data an teachers from 1910 to 1984 referkatbotec ehmatai colm Second led Data co tenters :ma 1980, refer to putic educatrii a*kr 1915. data co teems der to Wart tole lint leak Total reinter at

*dents cierestimated cte to sow stadents ended at 4044141114t1 4 *a enrolled at 8* urhaufes. fiegircirg 1983, data on teadin staff refer to pubic coversrtes aty.
HtegarySecond lerek Data isclude let twat Bed led Incbfing ernirog rd oresccoderce awes.
loinfist lad from 1980, the data on staff do rd indude oinry dames attzhed to sch:ols: Tail leak Data Wok Waned:ate pre-uiversrly cosset
bradFrst From 1915, data co leading wince tdamWt dames attadvd to enmity schools, Sec* led Data on toting staff mckde intomdate dames attached to dray schools, TIord leek In 1984 data ad* oom

universty.
JONThird led Irending CO4UpOdeice
NorwmFrst leek kart from 1910, data co teachers tithe the fret tage at lewd Waco at the second kW.
Said UnionFast led Data on teachers Wren good edmatleo at the securer led Third leg hexing twig and cteresondence corset
SodenSecof led tlegeflorg 1975 certain canes, piously doted as sword eixaton at the second led, me classified as third led edation.
United Statesfast levet In 1910 data as teaters tithe efecaton stewing the fret erlin 1915. data as moll refer to trades 1 to 8, credo* to grades 1 to 6 a 1 to 8 =dog to States. Data as teachig staff refee to

kindergarten and "demenbri scfods ithose deration b or ostd grades, Mooing to the State Second led for 1910, data refer to ma&-. AI to )31 or. IX 11) Al awing to States, Derd led In MO, data co Wang staff refer to httane

teaches a*.

Source United Nabons EdIcaloal, Soot& and DION Orprentico, 1985, Statist kal Yearbook 1985. Pads tables 3.4, 31, ad 311, rd 1986, Statistical Yearbook 1986, Parts, t tiles 3 4, 3.1, and 3.11, and 1858. Statistical Yoh* 1988,

Paris, titles 3.4, 15, of 3.7.
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TABLE 23.-TOTAL AND ECONOMICALLY AUK YOUTH POPULATION AND PERCENT ECONOMICALLY

ACTIVE, BY SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1987

ro;dafai is Moms& Braes frayed add to totals eke to men)

Nary tradpAle

Both NOS Sale Female

Toai

Prei
&mkt/ Aim TM

t
foramak xtne Toai

Pr-
Ecenmekally active

Motet Potent Nate Patent Plats hrtsd

Austria 15 to 24 2,693 1,852 68.8 1,364 996 73 0 1,329 856 64.4
Canada 15 to 24 4,05.8 2,809 69.2 2,062 1,486 72.1 1,995 1,323 66.3
Federal Republic of Germarry..... 15 to 24 9,934 6,118 61.6 5,108 3,304 64.7 4,826 2,814 58.3
France 15 to 24 8,171 3,257 39.9 4,071 1,668 41.0 4,100 1,589 38.8
Ida 15 to 24 121,4P 57,236 47.1 63,027 41,010 65.1 58,450 16,226 27.8
brad 15 to 24 751 226 30.2 386 121 31.3 364 105 28.9
Itaff 14 to 24 9,544 4,319 45.2 4,825 2,316 48.0 4,719 2,003 42.4
*an 15 to 24 17,930 7,540 42.6 9,170 3,870 42.2 8,760 3,770 43.0
Nanny 16 to 24 599 395 66.1 313 215 68.7 286 181 63.3
Sweden 16 to 24 1,066 707 66.3 546 361 66.1 520 346 66.5
Udted 16 to 24 8,386 6,260 74.6 4,276 3,398 79.5 4,110 2,862 69.6
United States 16 to 24 34,713 22,964 662 17,515 11,949 682 17,195 11,015 64.1

Dab fee Ida refes to 122L Dab les Fedeni Retitle c4 Gnaw and *lied teem der to 1986.

Since kternatimal Lbw Kee. 1983, Meat of labour Stitistes 1983, Ceara, the 1: Wed rageca Office of Poxfatim Ceases and
SMITS, 1919. amulabon Trends. Na L. table f; and U.S. Derean Ceases, 1289. Slatsbcal //mead of the United &get 1989.
Watluxtra, D.C. Dille 21.
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TABLE 24.-YOUTH AND ADULT ECONOMICALLY At"TIE POPULATION, BY BROAD INDUSTRY GROUP

AND SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1981

[Nadirs ii Iteexeds. Ives cart oat 41 to Ws doe b rcemirt]

Oxetrt, rat, and ate

Water Past

Tobi Atd- letasty S& Tots ACJI- tatty Series

BUM SEXES

China 1982:

15 to 24 years 165,340 123,898 25,991 15,445 100.0 74.9 15.1 9.3

25+ years 360,115 260,257 56,5n 43,215 100.0 72.3 15.7 12.0

Hungary 1980:

15 to 24 ruts 891 130 442 325 100.0 14.5 49.3 36.3

25+ years 4 148 810 1,771 1,567 100.0 19.5 42.7 37.8

Japan 1980:

15 to 24 ruts 7,008 181 2,204 4,623 100 0 2.6 31.5 66.0

25+ years 48,142 5,930 16,832 25,930 100.0 12.2 34.6 53.2

Nava 1980:
16 to 24 years 420 26 124 210 100.0 6.1 29.6 64.3

25+ Years 1 605 139 415 990 100.0 1l1 29.6 61.7

United Engdorn 1981:

16 to 24 years 4,404 93 1,630 2,681 100.0 2.1 31.0 60.9

25+ years 18,318 422 6,818 11,018 100.0 2.3 37.6 60.1

United States 1980:

16to 24 years 20,840 630 5,601 14,603 100.0 3.0 26.9 70.1

25+ Years 76,800 2,284 24,449 50,067 IRO 3.0 31.8 652

MALE

Dina 1982
15 to 24 years 86,426 54,877 18,011 13,538 100 0 63.5 20.8 15.1

25+ years 165,576 115,141 27,119 23255 100 0 69.5 16.4 14.0

Hungary 1980:

15 to 24 years 531 101 283 141 100.0 19.1 53.3 27.7

25+ yeas 2,318 499 1,085 735 107.0 21.5 46.8 31.7

Japan 1980:

15 to 24 years 3,625 131 1,404 2,090 100.0 3.6 38.7 57.6

25+ years 30,991 3,076 12,109 15,801 100.0 9.9 39.1 51.0

Hard, 1980:
16 to 24 ruts- 233 19 95 119 100 0 8.3 40.9 50.8

25+ Years 955 94 381 415 100.0 9.9 40.5 49.1

United Engdom 1981:

16 to 24 years 2,415 80 1,143 1,193 100.0 3.3 47.3 49.4

25+ Yon 11,234 345 5,351 5,538 100.0 3.1 47.6 49.3

United States 1980:

16 to 24 years 10,988 513 4,609 6,466 100.0 4.1 36.5 58.8

25+ years 45,016 1,818 18,215 24,923 100.0 4.2 40.5 55.4

FEMALE

Dina 1982:
15 to 24 years 12,190 52,156 12,109 1,325 100.0 72.5 17.5 10.1

25+ years 101,149 84,545 13,056 9,549 100.0 78.9 12.2 8.9
Hungary 1980:

15 to 24 years 366 29 159 118 100.0 7.8 43.4 42225+ years__
lap 1980:

1,830 311 686 833 100.0 11.0 31.5 45 5

15 to 24 years 3,383 50 800 2,533 100.0 1.5 23.6 74.9__............ ________
25+ years..............____ ....... 17,750 2,854 4,113 10,123 100.0 16.1 26.9 57.0

Homy 1980:
16 to 24 years...................................______ 1879 6 29 152 100.0 3.3 15.5 81.2
25+ years_________. 649 45 89 516 100.0 6.9 13.7 79.4
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TABLE 24.YOUTH AND ADULT ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE PORIIATION, BY BROAD INDUSTRY GROUP

AND SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1981Continued

pkgebers io Matsu& Feats r oot add lo Inds cd to make

%tor Fermi

Total locksty sente Tod AZI" Wier/ Soria

Urittel Kingdom 1981:

16 to 24 )nr 1.989 13 428 1.488 100.0 .7 24.5 74.8
25+ pars 7,084 71 1,527 5,480 100.0 1.1 21.6 77.4

Urited States 1980:
toil years .... 9,851 117 1,598 8,137 100.0 1.2 16.2 82.6.16

25+ years 31 7133 405 6,233 25,144 100.0 1.3 19.6 79.1

Mo:de Ariericabot 181-416:121; SeL-Sr eke.

Some U.S. Btreau 4 be Census. Cold d dercafmal Raeard, Itstorntkazi Data Base.

1 13



118

TABLE 25-TOTAL AND YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT, BY SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES: 1987

Ropulatre m Unimak)

Percent of eamermaly tenth

6=ellact" t= a=
meat of --:

total
0011;Total Teeth Total Teeth Teti Youth

--, BOTH SEXES

Austrakt___ ____..........._ ....... 7,675 1,852 602 270 7.8 14.6 44.9
,..

Canada 13,121 2,809 1,167 386 8.9 13.7 33.1
Federal Republic of Germany 29,230 6,118 2,046 503 7.0 8.2 24.6
Israel 1,494 226 90 35 6.0 15.5 38.9

'la4' 23,819 4,320 2,832 1,536 11.9 35.6 54.2
Japan 60,840 7,650 1,730 400 28 5.2 23.1
Norway............._..............._ 2,171 395 46 21 2.1 5.3 45.7
Sweden 4,421 707 84 30 1.9 4.2 35.7
United Kngdcen 27,387 6,260 3,312 1,189 12.1 19.0 35.9
United States 121,602 22,965 7,425 2,801 6.1 12.2 37.7

MALE

Australa____ ....................._ ......
Canada

4,609

7,427
996

1,486

347

634

148

221

7.5
8.5

14.9

14.9
42.7
34.9

.:

Federal Rept* of Gemany........................_........... 17,692 3,304 1,040 232 59 7.0 22.3
Israel 909 121 48 18 5.3 14.9 37.5

It* 15,150 2,316 1,228 691 8.1 29.8 56.3 ,'.._
Japan 36,550 3,870 1,040 210 2.8 5.4 20.2 --';- .........................._

1,209 215 21 9 1.7 4.2 42.9
Sweden .........................- ....................... 2,300 361 44 16 1.9 4.4 35.4
United Kngdyn. 15,887 3,398 2.267 728 14.3 21.4 32.1

67,784 11,949 4,101 1,511 6.1 12.6 36.8

FEMAIE ;
Austria 3,066 856 255 123 8.3 14.4 48.2
Canada 5,694 1,323 533 165 9.4 12.5 31.0

11,539 2,814 1,006 271 8.7 9.6 26.9
Israel 586 105 43 17 7.3 16.2 39.5
Italy -

Japan

8,670

24,290
2,003

3,770
1,604

690

845
190

18 5

2.8
42.2

5.0
52.7

27.5
.:.

Nonvay 962 181 25 12 2.6 6.6 48.0
Sweden 2,122 346 40 14 1.9 4.0 35.0

11,500 2,862 1,046 461 9.1 16.1 44.1
United States .. 53,818 11,015 3,324 1,290 6.2 11.7 38.8

Note Data foe United Knew ant Federal Repo* of Connery refer to 1986. Data fa Norway. Sweden. Umted Feld= and lidded States
refer to youth ages 16-24 years, data fa Italy refer to ruts ages 14-24 years; ant data fa al other mates refer to ages 15-24 years.
Unemployment data for Italy old, marry perms Ma we rot :ditty seeldr4 week in the past 30 days. This definition results in
beer 'striates of the percent tremplomd Una fa the other metres etriOd The data induded m Um table an consistent with
atitVe ant uwrofyuwej &fate= used by the Mellish:cal Labor Offist The total nnemplomont teed for Italy of 119 percent would te refined
to 7.9 recent s onerelogent rate were ettained mil the United States defied= of treogkoment.

Source International Labour Oat 1988, Tenho* of Labour Statists 1938. Genera. lades I ant 9: and US. Bureau of the Come. 1989,
Ststisucal Abstract of tte anted States: 1981. Wasbirstak DC., table 1420
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TABLE 26.-MARITAL STATUS OF YOUNG ADULTS, AGES 20-24, BY SEX, SELECTED COUNTRIES:
.,

.

CIRCA 1981
\

Ommtly Year
Patent sive Pant married

Percent separated a
draped

Male Female Male Perak Male Female

AuStrita 1981 77.4 54.5 21.2 41.6 1.4 38
1981 71.9 51.1 27.8 48.0 .3 .8

Cfika- 1982 72.0 46.5 27.8 53.3 2

Fecal ft-epobk of .... 1982 86.6 1 65.3 13.0 33.6 .3

.2

1.0

frame 1982 85.1 646 14.6 344 .3 .9

1981 66.1 30.9 32.9 66.0 1.0 3.0

1980 77.9 45.3 22.1 54.7 NA NA

JaFen 1980 91.8 77.8 8.1 2L9 .1 .3

!Asko 1982 NA 53.0 NA 42.5 NA 41
1982 86.9 67.1 12.5 3L0 .5 1.8

............... __...._. .... .... _ ...... 1981 95.0 84.8 4.7 142 .3 1.0

Urited Ifingdern_. 1981 74.3 53.7 25.0 44.5 .6 1.7

1980 68.2 51.2 29.5 44.4 2.2 4.2

NA-Data not mailable

Nola Peron* may not ald to 100 smce widowhood data are net shown. Paint siree fa Mexiso includes 13 paced regaled ling in
=Mal unions.

Sant U.S. Baton c4 Be Census. Center Be Inturaticed Reseed, Internatianal Cola Base.

TABLE 21.-PERCENT Of YOUTH POPULATION NEVER MARRIED, BY AGE AND SEX, SELECTED

COUNTRIES: 1980 OR 1981

Canny Year
Aim 15 to 19 Ages 20 to 24

Male ram* Male Female

Canada 1980 99.1 95.6 76.1 55.2

Federal Repo* of Germany 1980 99.6 96.4 84.2 60.1

Fraxe 1980 99.6 95.4 74.3 5L4
Hungary 1981 98.2 85.7 661 30.9

Israd 1980 993 92.5 77.9 45.3

JaPan 1980 99.6 990 9L8 77.8

Way 1981 99.8 97.9 85.7 64.6

Sweden 1981 999 99 3 95 0 84.8

United 1Ungdom 1981 98.9 95.5 74.3 53.7

United States.. 1981 97.8 92.0 69.5 51.9

Sant US. kw c4 the Census, Center Be interne:coal Research, Wens:anal Data Base. and Youth Data Base.

1 5
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TABLE 28,-MEDIAN AGE AT MARRIAGE AND MEDIAN AGE OF MOTHER AT FIRST BIRTH, SELECTED

COUNTRIES: SELECTED YEARS, 1980 T01985

Canary Year

lkdan age at marriage

Yea

Merin age
either

at le
,,rthMale Fan*

1981 25 0 23.0 198.1 25.3

Canada 1981 25.0 22.0 1985 25.4

1982 24.5 222 NA NA

Federal Republic of Germany...._ 1982 28.0 24.0 NA NA

France 1982 26.2 23 8 NA NA

Hangar,' 1981 24.0 200 1.-485 22.4

1981 23.3 17.9 NA NA

Israel 1980 25 3 21.8 NA NA

Italy...._......_____._ NA NA NA 1981 24.6

Japan 1980 28.0 25 0 1985 26.6

Mexico NA NA NA 1980 22.3

Svalen NA NA NA 1985 25.8

United States 1982 25.0 23.0 1984 23.4

11A-Data rot avalahle.

Note The maim ar at marrrage is the age at wild 50 percent the padation =Rid Medan age al name calculated a re US.
Bureau the Census Wed on reported &timbals Fasces tg marital status. Medan age of mother at fast bah doh- fad at the US Bureau

the Census bead on age. and aderdixafic both rates.

Sant US. Bum a re Germs. Center fa kternaboral Research, Internam! Data Bast am United Nabors, 1988, Demograchic Yearbook
1986, tale 26.

TABLE 29.-AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES FOR WOMEN AGES 15 T019 AND 20 TO 24 AND TOTAL

FERTILITY RATES, SELECTED COUNTRIES: SELECTED YEARS, 1980 TO 1985

Carty Year

Births per LOCO women
Total fertity
rates (13erths

per VA11211)
Age-Veafic
to rates

15 to 19

Age-spec&
rates
24

Australia 1985 22.4 940 1.9

Canada 1985 23.7 85 3 1.7

China 1931 15.3 182.1 2.6

Federal Republic of Germany 1984 9.0 62.1 13

France 1984 12.9 102.0 1.8

Hungary. 1985 51.5 152.5 1.8

India. 1980 93.1 259.9 4.7

Israel 1s85 254 163.2 3.1

Italy 1981 180 93.4 1.5

Japan 1983 4.4 70.8 1.8

Mexico 1981 106 1 233 0 4.4

Norway 1984 19.2 93 9 1.7

Soviet Union 1985 44.0 196 0 2.5

51veden . 1985 11.0 8L8 1.7

United Kingdom 1985 29.5 94.5 1.8

United States _ ...... ... _ 1984 50.9 107.3 1.8

Mott Agespeak hay rates are the nunter of ire births per 1,000 %omen in a sceofir. age mom. The total (obey rate is the average
number of lye bits a Egan mold have if she Ira to pass through her chrtter!ng yeas Worm to the age.speofic fertility rates of a
Pen year.

Sant US. Bureau a the Census. Center la Intend:a Research, Inter:atonal Data Base.
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JABLE 30.-PERCENT OF TOTAL BIRTHS TO UNMARRIED WOMEN, SELECTED COUNTRIES:

1960 TO 1986

J , ' Catty 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1986

Federal Reptdfic of Gemohy 6.3 4.7 5.5 6.1 7.6 9.6 ..:.-,Ft. 6 1 5.9 6.8 8.5 11.4 21.9

2.4 2.0 2.2 2.6 4.3 5X

Sieden 11 3 13 8 18 4 32.4 39.7 4&4 _ 74
-,

United_ringdan_ 5.2 7.3 8.0 9.0 11.5 21.0
.

United States 53 7.7 10.7 14.2 18.4 23.4

Swat US. Boreal 01 8* Ceases, variois years, Statistical Abstract el the Ned States, WWwift or..; Stabs531 Office el the European
Ccosemtes, 1389, Damp* Statistics, fiNari; and Statistics Swede; various pars, Statistical Abstract of Sweden. Stockholm.

.

TABLE 31.-FERTIUTY, ABORTION AND PREGNANCY RATES FOR WOMEN AGES 15 TO 19, SELECTED

COUNTRIES: CIRCA 1983

Rate per 1,000 wow)

Comity Year Ageldofic
ferbIty nte

Abxbon rite ProVtarg
rate

Canada... 1933 24.4 14.7 39.1

IllmilarY 1984 52.7 27.7 80.4

Jar= 1983 43 6.2 10 5

Norway_ 1984 19.2 21.0 40.2

Sweden..._...... 1983 11.7 17.9 29.5

United lUngdorn 1982 NA NA 44.7

United States 1982 539 44.4 98.0

NA-Data rot available.

Soot Urited Nations Depstowst of International Economic and Saul Mars, 1986, Adsles:ent Reprodichve Marco, We= from
Developed Diorites, Vol 1, Pclat= Studes, No. 109, New York fades 6 and A2.

=06-
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Children's Well-Being:

An International Comparison

RepUblican Additional Views

While nearly any opportunity to reexamine
the status of our children is worth the
effort, we strongly caution that the
underlying assumptions and constraints of
this particular Report limit its value. The
entire Report would collapse under its own
weight if one concludes that valid
comparisons cannot be made. That result is
not the intention of these additional views.
However, our "warning label" would be that
this Report should be seen as an invitation
to elicit questions rather than provide
answers and nothing more.

Even after checking and rechecking to
make certain that definitions are identical
(which they are not: "children" varies from
age 15 in. Sweden to 24 in Canada) and that
data collection is reliable, an extremely
audacious claim (for example, data from Great
Britain excludes strife-torn Northern
Ireland), we must still determine whether, it
is valid to make equal comparisons among
nations with diverse demographic and
socioeconomic populations whose cultures have
been further shaped by different histories.
Research is valid only when the subjects
under study are similar. Can we accurately
compare the ethnical2y diverse United States
with a population of 250 million people to
Sweden, which has a homogeneous population
of 8.3 million people? When sociologists
hesitate to compare rural Iowa to inner city
New York, can we legitimately make meaningful
comparisons between nations?

We also warn that it is, exceedingly
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difficult, and perhaps impossible, to use
this Report to make any value judgments. How
do we measure the value of bringing disabled
children into the school and community? The
value of trying to mend families which have
been broken by drugs and violence? The value
of technology we have created and use to keep
newborns alive? The value of the individual
rather than the state to choose his or her
own career? , The value of protecting
individual rights, regardless of race,
religion, heritage, or income? How do we
measure the value of seeking to bring all
members into a common, just society?

It will be almost irresistible for some
to make snappy conclusions which make good
press but poor policy. The Report cannot be
used aki evidence to "prove" that a "new"
child policy agenda is needed to provide a
package of universal health, income security,
education, and social services benefits for
all children. It cannot be used to prove
that, as far as children are concerned, the
United States is a third world country.

The Report does, however, add further
evidence to show that we cannot separate what
is happening to children from what is
happening within their families. Perhaps the
single most important statistic in the Report
is Figure 12, which shows that the Unite'
States has the highest proportion of single-
parent families. While 22.9 percent of
family households in the United States are
headed by a single parent, less than 6

percent of households in Japan are headed by
a single parent. This factor has widespread
implications for many indicators including
poverty, infant mortality rates, teenage
pregnancy rates, abortions, out-of-wedlock
births, and even educational achievement.
We cannot reasonably examine any of these
indicators in isolation without returning to
this critical element.
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In the Foreword to this Report, we noted
that it may raise more questions than
answers. In our review, one of the most
important-questions which we found unanswered
regarding many of the findings, is, "what
happens if you control for children _living
in single?:parent families?" EVen indicators
such as' youth violence should be considered

the context of single-parenthood, since
the male homicide rate is certainly tied to

cultUre without. fathers. Here are some
examples of the types of additional questions
which should be probed in general:

1. 'Does the indicator have a clear
policy implication? For example, Figure 25
shows that the 'United States has the highest
percentage of infant deaths occurring on the
firilt day of life. What this actually shows
is not, this country's shortcomings,' but
rather that the U. S. is better at saving
critically ill infants. Those babies who
died on the first day here would not have
been saved in the other countries, either.
While this is interesting, there does not
appear to be any direct or immediate policy

2. Are we measuring the most important
indicator? According to Figure 36, Japan
spends less of its GNP on education than does
the United States. Figure 37 shows that
Japan has more pupils per teacher at the
first level of education, but a higher ratio
at the third level. Are either of these as
important as per-student expenditures as a
part of GNP or some other measure in
determining student outcomes?

3. What will be the impact of the aging
populations in Europe and North America? As
Figures 3-7 show, there are critical
demographic shifts. How will these affect
future demand for consumer goods, labor
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supplies, services, military capabilities,
etc.?

4. Do these figures really tell us
anything meaningful about the world around
us? Consider that according to Figure 31,
the suicide rate for young men in the United
States ,is higher than in France, Japan,
Sweden, and West Germany. But the suicide
rate for males of all ages is lower in the
U. S. than in all of these countries. So
what does this portend for any policy debate?

5. Is a particular figure logical, or
does it overreach in an underlying attempt
to paint a worse.picture? Figure 30 combines
accidents with suicide, homicide, and other
violence to foster a conclusion that nearly
80 percent of youthful deaths in the United
States are violence-related. First, this
forces us to accept that "accidents" are
violence. We should obviously expect more
deaths by accident in our country simply
because automobile fatalities are included,
and there are more automobiles per person in
the U. S. than in other countries. Second,
this does not compare youth deaths to any
other age or provide for trends over time.
The provisional death rate for American youth
age 15-24 is 101.6 per 100,000 people. Only
for children 1-4 and 5-14 is the death rate
lower. A country's death rate controlled for
demographic variables would probably be a
more meaningful measure.

Intentionally or_ unintentionally, any
interpretation of this information which
creates the perception that Washington need
only pass some law to bring about sweeping
changes for impoverished children reveals a
misunderstanding about the influence of
national policies. Such an interpretation
masks the importance of behavior. Is Japan's
success in achieving a low infant mortality
rate attributable to a government assistance
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program, or to a culture in which the teen
pregnancy rate is only 10 per 1,000 women
compared to 98 per 1,000 worsen in the UnitedStates' Given the proven importance of
'family -stability to a child's well-being,
consider that the divorce rate is 5.4 per
1,000 married women in Japan compared to 21.2
in the United States.

The Report points out that poverty among
single-parent families is an international
experience (see Figure 19) . With the
exception of Sweden, the poverty rate of
children living in single parent families is
at least three times higher than that of
children living in all family types. Thus,
the United States has more children living
in poverty because it has more children
living in single-parent families. Consider
again that 22.9 percent of U.S. families are
headed by a single parent. In 1951, the out-
of-wedlock birth rate among whites was 1.6
percent; by 1986 it had reached 15.7 percent.
Among blacks, the out-of-wedlock birth rate
was 61.2 percent. Which anti-child policy
caused this to happen? Which anti-child
policy has given us the highest rate of
divorce among these countries?

Can child poverty be eliminated by
increases in government spending? When we
juxtapose this Report with. the Committee's
two other major reports, U. S. Children a_nd

Trends. 1989, and Federal Programs Affecting
-ghlingLihairEmuiss,192k, we must
also, realize that despite the federal
commitment to children in the United States,
repieserited by more than 125 different
programs, there are still alarming numbers
of children_ living in poverty. We are
confronted with the reality that while
Federal policies have not caused poverty, our
programs have demonstrated little
effectiveness as means to eliminate poverty.
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As Graph 1 below shows, the percentage of
children in the United States living below
the.goverty line dropped dramat4.cally between
1960 and 1970, before many of these programs
-fere implemented on a nationwide basis and
before some were even created.

twaPhiPoverty and Federal Spending
60
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30 --
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S of total ful*ral outlays
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unpubllabad data; President's Wftat Proposal, FY 1091

Yet, as payments to individuals grew as
a percentage of the federal budget, history
shows a disturbing 15-year rise in the
percentage of children in poverty until 1985.

Further clarification of Federal spending
in Graph 1 is required. First, payments to
individuals includes all persons, regardless
of age or income. Second, although payments
to individuals declined as a percentage of
the buds et from 1980 to 1985, they
nevertl-teless increased while the budget
ex, ...J.
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iBettyden 1970'',-and 1988, the number of
"Single=parent faMilies in the United States
nfore`2tha i. do-Ubteit from 3:Er-Million tij, 9.4

Children ink) live in sin4le=',Parent
families are four' times more_ likely to be, in.
poyertY as, 9,44...1dre-p Act. 11.10 'lbOth
parents. AS;)thkt*:perC,'enta4e,,rof children: in-
,poverty roae_10etti,een 1970' and 1986,, so- ,toci
44411:.e:detalexpenditures. Onei.dimensiOn;
the "worked" as designed `to respOnd
to need. ExpenditOes rose alleviate, the
hardships of poverty. But,it also glaringly
points scout ,that programs:I/ere not preventive.
Government could not _kesp=, with -the
principle causes of child poVerty the
United.,-!tates and the -'other developed

,countries tOday--the Malformation_ ..;104
disiciltition of families.:` are not- -aware.
Of eni-public policy initiative whiCh
immediately result in a change in,behavior

reverse "this trend:. We find that
4Oie:r,riMent'-:---dan--- do little tol" prOte4
ifidiViduallfroia the consequences of personal..
behavior.-

Fatally life- aisci a ,oritioal-Viedictor
of child __health status. For example, the
Institute of Medicine's Committee ,to,Study
Outreach for Prenatal -Care has found `that in
the United States "[Unmarried mothers are
more than three times as likely as marries
mothers to obtain late or no prenatal care."
Even among teenage mothers, marital status
is important:

1U. S. Bureau of Census. Current
Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 162,
Studies in Marriage and the Family, U. S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.
C., 1989.,p.,14.

2Seirahg. 'Brovin, prenatal Care. Reachina
Mothers. Reaching Infants. National Academy
Press. Washington, D. C.: 1988. p. 37.
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With regard to the relationship among
marital status, age, and use of prenatal
care; Ventura and Hendershot analyzed
1980. National Natality Survey data and
found that 'teenage mothers began
prenatal care earlier if they were
married; at conception. than if they were
not and those who were married after
conception but 'before delivery began
prenatal care earlier than those who were
not married at the time of delivery. . The
differences [were] substantial.

Prenatal 'care- is, of course, a key
variable in infant mortality rates. Marital
status is also important to meeting the
child's health 'care needs throughout life.
Children living with only one parent are
*rice as likely to be without health
insurance as children in two-parent families.
Thus, we find that good child policies begin
with the family.

Some will no doubt misinterpret this
'Report as an argument to adopt a universal
approach to subsidize all children,
regardless of need. We believe that Federal
assistance 'programs should give priority to
the poor by targeting resources, We can and
should, however, learn from others'
experience in the manner' in which services
are provided. For example, there are lessons
regarding the public health service delivery
system for those who are poor, All of the
developed countries offer similar low-cost,
preventive health services. But we have
constructed a complex, fragmented, piecemeal
system in the United States which virtually
guarantees that there will be gaps in the
maternal and child health care delivery
system. Reductions in infant mortality can
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be achieved by making the existing services
easier to use by consolidating programs into
a single setting.

We indeed live in a global village. But
we cannot assume that the lives of children
can be,independently graphed and interpreted
without regard to the basic unit of the
village- -the family. Therefore, it would be
a mistake to attempt to formulate public
policy by isolating, the child from his or her
family.

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
OP COMPARED DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

As the following sketches show, the
developed nations analyzed in this report all
have populations not only considerably
smaller, but far more homogeneous thrn the
pnited States,- with the exception oi. the
Soviet Union. None of the Western European
nations must deal with the special health and
social welfare requirements of d.3advantaged
minorities, immigrants, refugees, or illegal
aliens to any degree even remotely comparable
to the United States. Indeed, other Western
countries have in force much stricter laws
to limit immigration and citizenship by
ethnic or minority groups. Neither do the
other countries have the extensive cultural
diversity--which may influence health
outcomes - -as does the United States.

The validity of attempts to make direct,
unqualified comparisom on a country-to-
country basis is therefore, in our opinion,
certainly subject to question.

AUSTRALIA: Australia's population is 95%
descended from ethnic stock of the British
Isles (English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh) .

One-fourth of its people have immigrated
sincN World War II; of these, half were from
Great Britain and the rest from mainland
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Europe (Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Greece,
Yugoslavia) . Twenty per cent of all
Australians were born elsewhere. Of the
remaining 5% of the population, 3% is of
"other European" stock, I.5% are Aborigines,
0.5% are Asian!, mainly Chinese.

CANADA: The population is 91% descended from
Caucasian Europeans (40% British, 26% French,
25% from elsewhere, in Europe - - Germans 4%,
Italians 3%, Ukrainians 2%c etc.) . Asians
account for 7% of the population; they are
chiefly Chinese, Indians, and West Indians.
ESkimos (Inuit) and North American Indians
comprise 2%. Non-immigrant blacks equal less
than 1%.

?RANCE: The population of continental France
(excluding overseas departments) is 93%
French (including Basques and Bretons) . The
remaining 7% are primarily immigrants from
former. North African or Asian colonies
(Algeria Morocco, Tunisia, Indochina) and
from the Mediterranean basin (Turks,
Italians, the Iberian Peninsula) .

GERMANY: The population is w.iproximately 94%
,ethnic German. East Germany claims its
population is 99.5% ethnically German. There
is a fractional minority, mainly in the East,
of a subgroup of Slavic origin known as the
Sorbs. The other 6% of Germany's population
is mostly comprised of immigrants and so-
called "guest workers" from Turkey, the
Middle East, southern Europe, and Spain.

GREAT BRITAIN: The population of Great
Britain totals approximately 57 million, of
which some 1 million (1.75%) are ethnic
immigrants. Most of these are from
g!oloM:onwealth countries such as
India/Pakistan/Sri Lanka, Africa (Kenya,

,South Africa,, etc.) and the West
.Indies (Jamaica, Trinidad, etc.). There are
smatterings from virtually every ethnic group
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in Europe and from other lands once belonging
to the British Empire.

HUNGARY: The Hungarian population is 95%
Magyar's (i.e., ethnic Hungarians) . The
remaining 5% is split among (in order)

Gypsies, Germans, Slovaks Croats, Serbs,
and Rcizianians.

ITALY: Italy's population is 98% Italian.
The remainder consists of German, French and
Slovenian enclaves. There are small groups
of liamigiants and refugees, from former
Italian colonies (Libya, Eritrea, Somalia)
and the Aegean islands.

JAPAN: Of its near .y 124 million
inhabitants, Japan has 1,760,000 who are not
ethnically Japanese: 675,000 'Commis, 70,000
Chinese, and -15,000- Ainti. There are 1.7
million residents of- the Ryukyu 'Islands,
which includes Okinawa, considered Japanese

custom and by tradition. There is an
underclass , called "bukamarin " of
approximately 1.1 million who are ethnically
Japanese but are historically discriminated
against. They perfort: the menial and
distasteful tasks in Japanese society and
under Buddhist theology are deemed "unclean"
by -'virtue of their roles. They have
traditionally been segregated into urban
ghettos or distir.ct rural villages in the
provinces.

NORWAY: Norway's population of 4 million is
virtually homogeneous. It includes about
20,000 Lapps (believed to be partly descended
frot Mongols) and 10,000 Finns, who are Ural-
Ugric, not Scandinavian.

SOVIET UNION: The Soviet Census officially
recognizes more than 90 different
nationalities. The USSR's republics and Other
chief civil diviSions are set Up by
linguistic and ethnic groups (e.g., Armianta,
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Byelorussia, etc.) . Slays constitute 70% of_

the. total population; of these, 51% are
Russians and the second largest Slavid group
is Ukrainian. Among non-Slays, Turkic
peoples are the largest minority.

SWEDEN: Like Norway, Sweden's population is
prOciidally 'homogeneous. Its 8.3 million
people include about 17,000 Lapps and trace
amounts of Finns, Halts, Germans and other
**therm Europeans.. There are fractional
nuMbers of immigrants and aliens from Turkey
and SoUthern Europe (mainly Slays) .

UNITED STATES: The U.S. population is
-Approximately 76% non-Hispanic whites, 12%
bladks, Hispanic, 1.5% Asian, and .05%
American Indian/Aleut/Inuit. Some 3% of the
population is deemed assignable to "other"
ethnic or minority groups. Unlike other
developed nations, the U.S. has attracted a
disproportionate share of immigrants and
refugees and also faces unique problems
coping with illegal aliens.

Sources: The World Book Encyclopedia, 1990;
Background Notes country reports series,
State Dept. Bureau of Public Affairs; Europa
World Year Book, 1989; the Academic American
Encyclopedia, 1986.
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